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Ohio Senate Finance Committee
June 9, 2015

Written Testimony for the Record
[bookmark: _GoBack]Subtitute House Bill 64
Marilyn J. Tomasi, Mid-Ohio Foodbank

Good morning Chairman Oelslager, Vice Chair Coley and Ranking Minority Member Skindell and members of the Senate Finance Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify before you today. My name is Marilyn Tomasi and I serve as Vice President of Marketing, Communications & Public Affairs at Mid-Ohio Foodbank. 

To truly understand the changing face of hunger, I’m reminded about a young girl who recently visited our on-site Kroger Community Pantry – when she said, “Without healthy food, I can’t be smart.” Or the fact that if there is food on the table, there are many topics for a family to discuss; if there is no food, there is only ONE topic to discuss.  The most basic of needs is food.  

Today, we are respectfully requesting that you support the Ohio Agricultural Clearance Program and Ohio Food Program (OFPACP) with $2.75 million in additional funding per fiscal year, for a total of $20 million per fiscal year. As we have witnessed the need in assistance climb 40% since 2010, this additional funding is key in helping us reach our hungry neighbors with nutrient-dense food. 

Mid-Ohio Foodbank, the largest food bank in the state with a network of 650 charities located throughout a 20 county footprint, distributed over 58 million pounds of food last year -- enough for 121,625 meals EACH day. Today, more than 55% of our inventory is now fresh food. And, produce is one of the most efficient products for the Foodbank to acquire and distribute, not only because it is wholesome and nutritious and directly impacts the health of hungry Ohioans, but also because it is the most readily available. 

While need is increasing, food banks have also encountered a shift in the type of foods available to us. The availability of shelf-stable foods is static; our food industry partners who are becoming more adept at knowing exactly how much product each of their stores need, and therefore have less product to donate. There is a great abundance of fresh, healthy foods that, for one reason or another, are not making it from the farm to the fork – which is why the Agricultural Clearance Program is especially important to farmers, food banks, and the hungry neighbors we serve in our communities.

Through our work, we have seen hunger grow and food banking change. Most recently, we’ve noticed that the largest increases in need are occurring in the suburbs – in places like Worthington, Westerville, New Albany, Dublin & Delaware. In the past year alone, pantries have been launched in several suburbs to meet the growing food demands of families -- families who were once donors to our cause, and are now finding it difficult to put enough food on the table. For example, in Worthington we have increased our distribution 56% from FY12 and in Delaware County, demand has increased 103% since FY12.

And from a business perspective, we know that the implications of hunger in our society are profound – it erodes the potency of our education system, afflicts our health care system and depreciates our competitive workforce.  
According to a 2011 report titled, Hunger in America, hunger costs the U.S. at least $167.5 billion each year in lost economic productivity, earnings and health-care expenses – in Ohio, it’s nearly $7 billion. As a state, we pay far more by letting hunger exist than if we took steps to solve it. Fortunately, we have business and elected leaders here in Ohio who are unlikely to stand by idly while the hope and promise of a prosperous future for our children & grandchildren erode.

Again, thank you for showing your consideration for Senator LaRose’s amendment to fund an additional $2.75 million per year to the OFPACP. This funding will go a long way in feeding our hungry neighbors and those who are struggling in your district. This program is an investment in the health, educational and productivity outcomes of our community. 

We look forward to demonstrating the benefits of this program in person and beginning a conversation that leads to development of effective and efficient strategies. On behalf of our hungry neighbors, thank you for your consideration in supporting this important initiative.

Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn J. Tomasi
VP of Marketing/Communications/Public Affairs
Mid-Ohio Foodbank
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