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Hello and thank you for your time.

My name is Deborah Bixler and I am the guardian for two residents of Brookside Extended Care in Mason Ohio.  Both Gerald and Tim have lived in foster homes, State Institutes, Developmental Centers before finding their way to Brookside in 1980.  They have many medical issues including inflammatory disorders, Cerebral Palsy, they are Paraplegic, with poor circulation, chronic anemia, vascular disease, seizure disorders, scoliosis, hearing loss, and is Tim allergic to penicillin.  
Gerald and Tim have a diagnosis of profound mental retardation.  They are wheel chair dependent and need full assistance to move from their beds, wheel chairs, bath tubs or mats, and both are no verbal. They are both incontinent and are checked regularly by their care providers.  
They receive physical therapy, occupational therapy, and speech/language therapy, daily baths, meals and snacks, doctors’ visits, appropriate age related medical test, and dentist visits.  These are tracked, monitored and transportation is provided by the Brookside staff.  

Gerald and Tim have lived at Brookside for 35 happy years.  I know they are loved and happy because I see it in them.  They have their own space and their Brookside family. ICFs like Brookside provide the attention and support every special-needs human being deserves.  If you close ICFs like Brookside you take away the home they know and need.  

Gerald and Tim aren't like you and me, they can't write letters, debate, or give their own opinions.  However, I believe they deserve and should have the same rights as you and I, the right to proper healthcare, safe care, empathy and love, and as their guardian, I am dedicated to ensuring that they receive this level of care. 
This is the fourth time I have taken time off work to come drive from Cincinnati to Columbus to testify against this cut.  I am not related to either Gerald or Tim.  I am here to represent them because they mean that much.  They count.  It’s up to you to stop this budget cut.  It’s not about the color of your skin, the political party you belong to or your religious beliefs.  This matter is about real people with real medical issues and a bad idea for a budget cut.
I ask you to take a moment and sit back and think what it would be like to have a loved one in an ICF.  Now think what it would be like to be told a budget cut could change their world and turn it upside down.  The old sayings like “It takes a village to raise a child” or “There is strength is numbers” don’t know the depths of budget cuts.  Every resident that lives in an ICF is in a village of loved ones where their strengths are in the number of caregivers they have.  Remove their village and the number of their caregivers and you open doors for neglect and abuse.  Those that are non-verbal can’t tell you when they are abused or neglected.  Please don’t let that happen to the most venerable people of our society.  They need their 24/7 nursing staff and care givers.  Their lives depend on it. 
Thank you for your time.
Deborah K Bixler

Guardian for Gerald Dearwester and Timothy Collett

Residents of Brookside Extended Care, Mason, Ohio
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