
Thank you Chairwoman Jones, Vice-Chair Lehner, Ranking Member Cafaro and members of the Medicaid, Health and Human Services Committee.  

My name is Diann Nelson-Houser and I am the Immediate Past President of the Ohio Association of Advanced Practice Nurses. OAAPN is dedicated to serving our patients safely and efficiently using the training, education and certifications we possess.

I am addressing you today concerning SB 110, which will help accomplish a more efficient patient experience while maintaining the highest standards of safety. This vital legislation removes unnecessary barriers between patients and qualified medical persons.  

Currently, if an Advanced Practice Registered Nurse (APRN) sees a patient and prescribes a medication to be given in the practice setting, the APRN can only delegate the administration of the medication to a Registered Nurse (RN); conversely, the APRN can administer the drug him/her self.  

SB 110 would allow other qualified medical staff, such as trained medical assistants, the ability to administer medications at the direction of the APRN. 

SB 110 also sets restrictions and safeguards: the bill would prohibit the delegation of medication administration to non-nurses in inpatient care units of hospitals, Ambulatory Surgical Facilities, or in freestanding or hospital emergency departments, where nursing staff members are prevalent and well suited to perform these tasks. Also prohibited is the delegation of intravenous medications or controlled substances. Another important safeguard to ensure patient safety is the requirement that the APRN must be physically present at the location where the medication is being administered.

SB 110 is supported by all interested parties, and improves the efficiency and flow of the many practices in which APRNs are directing care. Approving delegation is imperative to expeditious practice and timely administration of medications, ranging from vaccines and antibiotics to nebulizer breathing treatments. 

We are not aware of any opposition to this bill.

Thank you for your consideration and I am happy to answer any questions.

   

   


