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Chairman Butler, Vice Chair Hughes, Ranking Member Boggs and members of the
committee, my name is Corey Roscoe and I am the Ohio State Director for the
Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) the nation’s largest and most effective
animal protection organization. On behalf of the HSUS and our Ohio members and
supporters, thank you for the opportunity to provide written interested party
testimony for Sub HB 147 to change humane society law.
Humane societies provide a unique and valuable voluntary service to our state—
without the existence of these organizations, the costs for humane law enforcement
and related care and services would have to be assumed by counties most of which do
not have the expertise or resources to appropriately perform.
We understand and appreciate that the goal of Sub HB 147 is out of a desire for
accountability and transparency. However, the concern remains that the proposed
regulations can create overdue burdens and unintentionally make it harder for
humane societies to perform their volunteer law enforcement duties.
One prominent concern of the bill is to require non-prosecution requirements entered
in by humane society-appointed prosecutors be approved by a judge but not required
for all prosecutors and cases prosecuted under 959. The law should be consistent for
all prosecutors if the goal of judicial review is to serve as a check and balance.
We are fortunate that in a majority of our large and mid-sized cities in Ohio we have
first-class humane societies that enhance the lives of their community through a
variety of programs and services such as humane law enforcement. But in several
smaller and more rural counties there may not be a humane society or they have
chosen to not employ humane agents due to limited capacity. We must be cautious to
not take for granted the voluntary work of our humane societies who provide us all
with valuable services.
Thank you for your consideration.
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