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Memorandum 

R-132-4173-1 

To: The Honorable Peggy B. Lehner 
Ohio Senate 

From: Alexandra Vitale, Budget Analyst AV 

Date: September 17, 2018 

Subject: E-schools – number, enrollment, and performance on state tests 

This memorandum responds to your request for information on (1) the number 

of Internet or computer-based community schools (e-schools) and their sponsors, 

(2) e-school enrollment and demographic data, and (3) how e-schools performed on 

state tests. Each of these topics is discussed below. The information you requested 

concerning e-school establishment and closure, sponsorship, curriculum and 

accountability, and funding will be sent separately.  

Active e-schools and their sponsors 

As of September 2018, there are 14 e-schools currently in operation with 11 

different sponsors. The schools and their sponsors are listed in Table 1 below. In 

FY 2018, 18 e-schools were in operation for some or all of the school year.  
 

Table 1. Active E-Schools and Their Sponsors, September 2018 

E-School Sponsor 

Alternative Education Academy Ohio Council of Community Schools 

Auglaize County Educational Academy Buckeye Community Hope Foundation 

Buckeye On-Line School for Success ESC of Lake Erie West 

Fairborn Digital Academy Fairborn City 

Findlay Digital Academy Findlay City 

Goal Digital Academy Mid-Ohio ESC 

Great River Connections Academy Ohio Council of Community Schools 

Greater Ohio Virtual School Office of School Sponsorship 

Mahoning Unlimited Classroom Jefferson County ESC 
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Table 1. Active E-Schools and Their Sponsors, September 2018 

E-School Sponsor 

Massillon Digital Academy, Inc. Massillon City 

Ohio Connections Academy, Inc. Ohio Council of Community Schools 

Ohio Virtual Academy Ohio Council of Community Schools 

Quaker Digital Academy New Philadelphia City 

TRECA Digital Academy Tri-Rivers 

 

E-school enrollment and demographic data 

Table 2 below shows the total number of full-time equivalent (FTE) students and 

the percentage of economically disadvantaged, special education, and limited English 

proficient (LEP) students enrolled at each e-school in FY 2018. As the table shows, 

e-schools educated over 26,000 FTE students. Among all e-schools, 54.6% of students 

were identified as economically disadvantaged while 17% of students received special 

education services due to a disability. A very small percentage of e-school students 

were identified as LEP.  
 

Table 2. E-School Enrollment and Demographic Data, FY 2018 

E-School 
FTE Student 

Count 

Economically 
Disadvantaged 

Percentage 

Students with 
Disabilities 
Percentage 

Limited 
English 

Proficiency 
Percentage 

Akron Digital Academy 132 88.5% 28.0% - 

Alternative Education Academy 1,492 79.9% 21.2% 0.3% 

Auglaize County Educational Academy 100 41.1% 16.8% - 

Buckeye On-Line School 603 38.6% 23.8% 0.5% 

Electronic Classroom of Tomorrow 4,663 68.9% 20.9% 0.8% 

Fairborn Digital Academy 136 68.0% 19.5% - 

Findlay Digital Academy 118 45.5% 19.0% - 

Goal Digital Academy 375 73.8% 22.3% 3.3% 

Greater Ohio Virtual School 343 21.9% 17.8% 2.2% 

Insight School of Ohio 1,208 64.7% 22.7% 0.7% 

Lorain K-12 Digital Academy 48 35.3% 19.7% - 

Mahoning Unlimited Classroom 72 55.3% 28.3% - 

Massillon Digital Academy 38 67.7% 28.8% 0.1% 

Newark Digital Academy 249 75.6% 24.8% - 

Ohio Connections Academy 4,026 41.9% 11.9% 0.3% 

Ohio Virtual Academy 9,968 47.7% 15.2% 0.2% 

Quaker Digital Academy 488 43.8% 12.8% 0.3% 

TRECA Digital Academy 2,031 60.8% 16.2% 0.5% 

TOTAL 26,090 54.6% 17.0% 0.5% 
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E-school performance on state achievement tests 

Like site-based community schools and traditional public schools, e-schools 

receive report cards each year that evaluate the school's performance on state 

achievement tests and a variety of other measures. However, site-based community 

schools and e-schools that primarily serve students enrolled in a dropout prevention 

and recovery program are evaluated differently than general education e-schools. Of 

the 18 e-schools that were active in the 2017-2018 school year, seven (39%) were general 

education schools and 11 (61%) were designated as dropout prevention and recovery 

schools. Tables 3 and 4 below provide the report card grades and ratings for the 

2017-2018 school year on the components tied to Ohio's state achievement tests for 

general education and dropout prevention and recovery e-schools, respectively. In 

general, these components measure how students performed on state tests, how 

successful the schools were in closing achievement gaps for certain groups of students, 

and how much academic growth students experienced based on past performance on 

achievement tests. 

General education e-schools 

General education e-schools receive A-F letter grades on various components for 

accountability purposes. Report card grades for the Achievement, Gap Closing, and 

Progress components for the 2017-2018 school year for general education e-schools are 

listed in Table 3 below. Due to the mid-year closure of the Electronic Classroom of 

Tomorrow (ECOT), the school's "A" grade on the Achievement component was solely 

based on the Chronic Absenteeism Improvement Indicator, which it met. None of the 

other performance measures used to determine the Achievement component grade 

applied to the school since it closed before most state tests were administered. 
 

Table 3. Report Card Grades for General Education E-Schools, 2017-2018 School Year 

E-School Achievement Grade  Gap Closing Grade Progress Grade 

Alternative Education Academy F F F 

Buckeye On-Line School D F D 

Electronic Classroom of Tomorrow  A F Not rated 

Insight School of Ohio F F F 

Lorain K-12 Digital Academy F F Not rated 

Ohio Connections Academy D F F 

Ohio Virtual Academy D F F 

 

Dropout prevention and recovery program e-schools 

Instead of A-F letter grades, schools classified as dropout prevention and 

recovery program schools have a separate report card system that uses the following 

overall rating designations with respect to test passage rates, gap closing, and progress, 
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among others: (1) exceeds standards, (2) meets standards, and (3) does not meet 

standards. Each applicable e-school's rating for the High School Test Passage, Gap 

Closing, and Progress components for the 2017-2018 school year are listed in Table 4 

below. 
 

Table 4. Report Card Ratings for Dropout Program E-Schools, 2017-2018 School Year 

E-School 
High School Test 
Passage Rating 

Gap Closing Rating Progress Rating 

Akron Digital Academy Does Not Meet Standards Meets Standards Does Not Meet Standards 

Auglaize County 
Educational Academy 

Does Not Meet Standards Does Not Meet Standards Meets Standards 

Fairborn Digital Academy Meets Standards Meets Standards Meets Standards 

Findlay Digital Academy Does Not Meet Standards Exceeds Standards Meets Standards 

Goal Digital Academy Does Not Meet Standards Meets Standards Exceeds Standards 

Greater Ohio Virtual 
School 

Does Not Meet Standards Meets Standards Does Not Meet Standards 

Mahoning Unlimited 
Classroom 

Does Not Meet Standards Exceeds Standards Does Not Meet Standards 

Massillon Digital Academy Not rated Not rated Meets Standards 

Newark Digital Academy Does Not Meet Standards Meets Standards Meets Standards 

Quaker Digital Academy Does Not Meet Standards Meets Standards Meets Standards 

TRECA Digital Academy Does Not Meet Standards Meets Standards Does Not Meet Standards 

 

I hope this information is helpful. Please contact me at (614) 466-6582 or 

Alex.Vitale@lsc.ohio.gov if you have questions or need further assistance. 
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