As a dark-skinned, Black woman living in Ohio in a predominantly white neighborhood, the idea of this legislation passing is terrifying. My existence is seen as a threat. Darkness is associated with danger. Black people are associated with ferocity. Black women are known for being angry. The idea that Ohio would allow people to shoot others on the basis of simply identifying someone as a threat is preposterous. I would see the passing of this bill as a direct threat to my life because you're giving citizens permission to kill other citizens based on their perception of them. I have even considered the idea that the bill was created as an attack on my community. It's no secret that people of color, women and LGBT+ communities are disproportionately targeted by hate crimes. If you pass this bill, it will become abundantly evident that our lives are not valued in Ohio.
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