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Chair Coley, Vice-Chair Uecker, Ranking Member Schiavoni, and members of the Senate Government Oversight & Reform Committee, thank you for allowing me to speak today and considering what I have to say.

I am Chuck LaRosa and a Director of Ohioans for Concealed Carry and I speak today in favor of Sub House Bill 228. Before I do, I’d like to address a few points from last evening’s opponent testimony.

First: George Zimmerman never claimed Stand Your Ground, and Trayvon Martin wasn’t murdered. Those are indisputable facts.

The same Law Enforcement organizations who were praising past General Assemblies last night were vehemently opposed to those “wise laws” at the time of passage. From concealed carry licenses to the end of the “Buckeye Tuck”, to allowing armed teachers, to carrying in restaurants, they have always opposed these bills and have always predicted bloodshed. This is no different. I ask that you consider their track record before taking their recommendations too seriously.

They had statistics saying that crime is at a 40 year low and this law isn’t needed. I say that lawful concealed carry is a part of the reason for this 40 year low, and further expanding rights for law abiding citizens will only help in reducing crime more.

Criminals prowl less if there is likelihood they’ll get hurt.

They mention one case of a CHL holder who killed a police officer as an excuse that not “all” CHL holders are good guys. But they were quick to point out that “one” bad officer by the name of Officer Harless shouldn’t be the base line for judging police. The bottom line is statistically, CHL holders are the most law abiding group of citizens ever defined. This is true in Texas and would be proven true here if only the Attorney General’s Office would gather the stats.

 This bill does many good things for Ohioans, from expanding rights for law abiding citizens to strengthening the penalty for “straw purchasers” who illegally buy guns for those who are ineligible to have them.

As you know, last February two Westerville police officers were shot and killed by an illegally supplied gun. The offender who supplied the gun was sentenced in federal court for something that clearly should be a state level crime. Please support our Law Enforcement community by passing this bill. 

In addition, this law will correct a mistake from previous legislative session that allows Libraries, Township meeting halls, Deputy Registrars, and others to allow legal concealed carry in their buildings but still requires them to be posted as “gun free”. 

Much has been said about removing the duty to retreat so I won’t take your time expounding on it, other than to say that the words “stand your ground” are engraved on the rock memorializing Col. John Parker’s words at the start of our Revolutionary War for Independence. It is a decidedly American phrase, as well as way of life. 

Another remarkably American phrase is “innocent until proven guilty in a court of law”. It is shocking that we here in Ohio don’t have this basic American presumption, which the entire rest of the country enjoys. I hope and pray that this be soon remedied.

For all of the above, as well as the many good things this bill does that I haven’t listed, Ohioans for Concealed Carry urges you to pass this bill.

Thank you and I will try to answer any questions you may have for me.

Respectfully


Chuck LaRosa

Director
Ohioans for Concealed Carry





