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Chairman Eklund, Vice-Chairman Terhar, Ranking Member Williams, and members of the Ways & Means
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to present testimony on House Bill 342. The bill’s premise is ballot
language for levies and bond issues should be clear and understandable. Voters should not have to utilize a
calculator in the voting booth to decipher the fiscal impact of a levy or bond. The legislation updates
antiquated ballot language by having millage expressed in terms of $100,000 market value rather in terms of
$100 taxable value.
Beginning in 1939, the Ohio Revised Code required millage be expressed with a dollar amount in relation to
$100 of property valuation. This is necessary because the mills system is complicated. For example, most
voters do not know what 4.5 mills, 6 mills, or 9.9 mills levy means. However, values of homes have changed,
but the law has not changed to reflect modern day home values. To compound the problem, $100 taxable value
is actually $287 market value due to property being tax at 35%. This is unknown to most voters, thus making it
very difficult to determine the fiscal impact to their own property.
It is standard practice by media outlets, local governments, and political advertisements to express levies in
relation to $100,000 market value. House Bill 342 updates the law to reflect this standard, common-sense
practice. During my time researching this issue, I have uncovered additional problems with ballot language.
One quick example would be the amount of money a levy will generate annually is missing in ballot language
for most levies. This is an unexplainable omission and a disservice to voters. It is my goal to address this issue
and others soon.
At this time, I am hopeful the legislature will approve House Bill 342 that seeks to provide clear, accurate, and
relevant information to voters. I hope the committee agrees that House Bill 342 is a positive step toward
achieving that goal. I have attached actual ballot language from November 2018 in Lucas County, which
illustrates the current problem. It should be helpful in our dialogue here today. I welcome any questions
committee members may have at this time.

