CC5935

Am. Sub. H.B. 166
As Passed by the Senate

moved to amend as follows:

In line 51 of the title, after "3505.21," insert "3509. 03,
3509. 04, 3509.05, 3511.02, 3511.04,"

In line 259, after "3505.21," insert "3509.03, 3509. 04,
3509. 05, 3511.02, 3511.04,"

After line 35309, insert:

Sec. 3509.03. (A) Except as provided in division (B) of
section 3509.08 of the Revised Code, any qualified elector
desiring to vote absent voter's ballots at an el ection shall nake
written application for those ballots to the director of elections

of the county in which the elector's voting residence is |ocated.

(B) Except as otherwi se provided in division (C of this
section, the application need not be in any particul ar form but

shall contain all of the foll ow ng:
(1) The elector's nane;
(2) The elector's signature;
(3) The address at which the elector is registered to vote;
(4) The elector's date of birth;
(5) One of the foll ow ng:

(a) The elector's driver's |license nunber;
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(b) The last four digits of the elector's social security

nunber ;

(c) A copy of the elector's current and valid photo
identification, a copy of a mlitary identification, or a copy of
a current utility bill, bank statenment, government check
paycheck, or other governnent docunent, other than a notice of
voter registration nmailed by a board of el ections under section
3503. 19 of the Revised Code, that shows the nane and address of

the el ector.

(6) A statenment identifying the election for which absent

voter's ballots are requested;

(7) A statenment that the person requesting the ballots is a

qualified el ector

(8) If the request is for primary election ballots, the

elector's party affiliation;

(9) If the elector desires ballots to be mailed to the

el ector, the address to which those ballots shall be nmil ed.

(O If the elector has a confidential voter registration
record, as described in section 111.44 of the Revised Code, the
el ector may provide the elector's program partici pant
identification nunber instead of the address at which the el ector

is registered to vote.

(D) Each application for absent voter's ballots shall be
delivered to the director not earlier than the first day of
January of the year of the elections for which the absent voter's
ballots are requested or not earlier than ninety days before the
day of the election at which the ballots are to be voted,
whi chever is earlier, and not |later than twel ve noon of the third

day before the day of the election at which the ballots are to be
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voted, or not later than six p.m on the |ast Friday before the
day of the election at which the ballots are to be voted if the

application is delivered in person to the office of the board.

(E) A board of elections that mails or otherw se delivers an

absent voter's ballot application to an elector under this section

shal | net prepay the return postage for that application,_ unless

under 39 U.S.C. 3406, no postage paynent is required. The

secretary of state shall reinburse a board for the expense to

prepay the return postage.

(F) Except as otherwi se provided in this section and in
sections 3505.24 and 3509.08 of the Revised Code, an election
official shall not fill out any portion of an application for
absent voter's ballots on behalf of an applicant. The secretary of
state or a board of elections may preprint only an applicant's
nane and address on an application for absent voter's ballots
before mailing that application to the applicant, except that if
the applicant has a confidential voter registration record, the
secretary of state or a board of elections shall not preprint the

applicant's address on the application.

Sec. 3509.04. (A) If a director of a board of elections
receives an application for absent voter's ballots that does not
contain all of the required information, the director pronptly
shall notify the applicant of the additional information required

to be provided by the applicant to conplete that application.

(B) Upon receipt by the director of elections of an
application for absent voter's ballots that contains all of the
required i nformation, as provided by section 3509.03 and divi sion
(G of section 3503.16 of the Revised Code, the director, if the

director finds that the applicant is a qualified elector, shal
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deliver to the applicant in person or mail directly to the
appl i cant by special delivery nmail, air nmail, or regular nail,
post age prepaid, proper absent voter's ballots. The director shal
deliver or mail with the ballots an unseal ed identification

envel ope upon the face of which shall be printed a form
substantially as foll ows:

"ldentification Envel ope Statenment of Voter

L, (Narme of voter), declare under
penalty of election falsification that the within ballot or
bal l ots contai ned no voting marks of any kind when | received
them and | caused the ballot or ballots to be marked, enclosed in

the identification envel ope, and sealed in that envel ope.

My voting residence in Chio is

(Street and Nunber, if any, or Rural Route and Nunber)

of . (City, Village, or Township)
Chio, which is inWard ............... Precinct ................

in that city, village, or township.

If I have a confidential voter registration record, | am
providing ny program participant identification nunber instead of

my residence address: .............. . ... ...

The primary election ballots, if any, within this envel ope

are primary election ballots of the ............. Party.

Bal | ots contained within this envel ope are to be voted at the
.......... (general, special, or primary) election to be held on

the ... ... . day of ......... ... .. .. ..... ,

.......... (Year).
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(Voter nust provide one of the follow ng:)

My driver's license nunber is ............... (Driver's

i cense nunber).

The last four digits of ny Social Security Nunber are
............... (Last four digits of Social Security Nunber).

...... In lieu of providing a driver's |icense nunber or the
last four digits of my Social Security Nunber, | am enclosing a
copy of one of the following in the return envelope in which this
identification envelope will be mailed: a current and valid photo
identification, a mlitary identification, or a current utility
bill, bank statenent, government check, paycheck, or other
gover nment docunent, other than a notice of voter registration

mai | ed by a board of elections, that shows ny nane and address.

| hereby declare, under penalty of election falsification,
that the statenents above are true, as | verily believe.

(Signature of Voter)

WHOEVER COWM TS ELECTI ON FALSI FI CATION IS GULTY OF A FELONY OF
THE FI FTH DEGREE. "

The director shall mail with the ballots and the unseal ed
identification envel ope an unseal ed return envel ope upon the face
of which shall be printed the official title and post-office
address of the director. In the upper left corner on the face of
the return envel ope, several blank lines shall be printed upon
whi ch the voter may wite the voter's nanme and return address. The
return envel ope shall be of such size that the identification
envel ope can be conveniently placed within it for returning the

identification envelope to the director

A board of el ections that—wails—er—otherwse—delivers—absent

Page 5

106

107
108

109
110

111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118

119
120
121
122

123
124

125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133

134

133HB166-CC5935/RH



CC5935

voter-s ballots toanelector—under—this seetion shall net prepay

the return postage for these absent voter's ballots mailed or

otherw se delivered to an el ector under this section, unless,

under 39 U.S.C. 3406. no postage paynent is required. The

secretary of state shall reinburse a board for the expense to

prepay the return postage.

Except as otherwi se provided in this section and in sections
3505. 24 and 3509.08 of the Revised Code, an el ection official
shall not fill out any portion of an identification envel ope
statenment of voter or an absent voter's ballot on behalf of an
el ector. A board of elections may preprint only an elector's nane
and address on an identification envel ope statenment of voter
before mailing absent voter's ballots to the el ector, except that
if the elector has a confidential voter registration record, as
described in section 111.44 of the Revi sed Code, the board of
el ections shall not preprint the elector's address on the

identification envel ope statenment of voter.

Sec. 3509.05. (A) Wen an el ector receives an absent voter's
ball ot pursuant to the elector's application or request, the
el ector shall, before placing any marks on the ballot, note
whet her there are any voting marks on it. If there are any voting
mar ks, the ballot shall be returned i Mmediately to the board of
el ections; otherwi se, the elector shall cause the ballot to be
mar ked, folded in a manner that the stub on it and the
i ndorsenments and facsinile signatures of the nenbers of the board
of elections on the back of it are visible, and placed and seal ed
within the identification envel ope received fromthe director of
el ections for that purpose. Then, the el ector shall cause the
statenment of voter on the outside of the identification envel ope

to be conpleted and signed, under penalty of election
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fal sification.

If the elector does not provide the elector's driver's
license nunber or the last four digits of the elector's social
security nunber on the statenent of voter on the identification
envel ope, the elector also shall include in the return envel ope
with the identification envel ope a copy of the elector's current
valid photo identification, a copy of a mlitary identification
or a copy of a current utility bill, bank statenent, governnent
check, paycheck, or other governnment docunent, other than a notice
of voter registration mailed by a board of elections under section
3503. 19 of the Revised Code, that shows the name and address of

the el ector.

The elector shall mail the identification envelope to the
director fromwhomit was received in the return envel ope—postage
prepaid- or the elector may personally deliver it to the director
or the spouse of the elector, the father, nother, father-in-Iaw,
not her-i n-1aw, grandfather, grandnmother, brother, or sister of the
whol e or half blood, or the son, daughter, adopting parent,
adopted child, stepparent, stepchild, uncle, aunt, nephew, or
ni ece of the elector may deliver it to the director. The return
envel ope shall be transnmitted to the director in no other nanner,

except as provided in section 3509.08 of the Revised Code.

When absent voter's ballots are delivered to an el ector at
the office of the board, the elector may retire to a voting
compartment provided by the board and there nmark the ball ots.
Thereupon, the elector shall fold them place themin the
identification envel ope provided, seal the envelope, fill in and
sign the statenent on the envel ope under penalty of election
falsification, and deliver the envelope to the director of the

boar d.
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Except as otherwi se provided in division (B) of this section,
all other envel opes containi ng narked absent voter's ballots shal
be delivered to the director not later than the close of the polls
on the day of an election. Absent voter's ballots delivered to the
director later than the tinmes specified shall not be counted, but
shall be kept by the board in the sealed identification envel opes
in which they are delivered to the director, until the tinme
provi ded by section 3505.31 of the Revised Code for the
destruction of all other ballots used at the election for which

ball ots were provided, at which tinme they shall be destroyed.

(B) (1) Except as otherw se provided in division (B)(2) of
this section, any return envelope that is postmarked prior to the
day of the election shall be delivered to the director prior to
the eleventh day after the election. Ballots delivered in
envel opes postnarked prior to the day of the election that are
received after the close of the polls on election day through the
tenth day thereafter shall be counted on the eleventh day at the
board of elections in the manner provided in divisions (C) and (D)
of section 3509.06 of the Revised Code or in the manner provided
in division (E) of that section, as applicable. Any such ballots
that are received by the director later than the tenth day
following the el ection shall not be counted, but shall be kept by
the board in the sealed identification envel opes as provided in

division (A) of this section

(2) Division (B)(1) of this section shall not apply to any
mai | that is postnmarked using a postage evidencing system

i ncluding a postage neter, as defined in 39 CF. R 501.1.

Sec. 3511.02. (A) Notwi thstanding any section of the Revised
Code to the contrary, whenever any person applies for registration

as a voter on a form adopted in accordance with federal
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regulations relating to the "Uni formed and Overseas Citizens
Absentee Voting Act," 100 Stat. 924, 42 U S.C. A 1973ff (1986),
this application shall be sufficient for voter registration and as
a request for an absent voter's ballot. Uniforned services or
overseas absent voter's ballots may be obtained by any person
nmeeting the requirenments of section 3511.011 of the Revised Code
by applying electronically to the secretary of state or to the
board of elections of the county in which the person's voting
residence is |ocated in accordance with section 3511.021 of the
Revi sed Code or by applying to the director of the board of

el ections of the county in which the person's voting residence is

| ocated, in one of the follow ng ways:

(1) That person may nake witten application for those
ball ots. The person nmay personally deliver the application to the
director or may mail it, send it by facsimle nachine, send it by
el ectronic mail, send it through internet delivery if such
delivery is offered by the board of elections or the secretary of
state, or otherwise send it to the director. Except as otherwi se
provided in division (B) of this section, the application need not
be in any particular formbut shall contain all of the foll ow ng

i nformation:
(a) The el ector's nane;
(b) The elector's signature;
(c) The address at which the elector is registered to vote;
(d) The elector's date of birth;
(e) One of the follow ng:
(i) The elector's driver's |icense nunber;

(ii) The last four digits of the elector's social security
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nunber ;

(iii) A copy of the elector's current and valid photo
identification, a copy of a mlitary identification, or a copy of
a current utility bill, bank statenent, government check
paycheck, or other governnent docunent, other than a notice of
voter registration mailed by a board of el ections under section
3503. 19 of the Revised Code, that shows the nane and address of

the el ector.

(f) A statenment identifying the election for which absent

voter's ballots are requested;

(g) A statenent that the person requesting the ballots is a

qualified elector

(h) A statenent that the elector is an absent uniforned

servi ces voter or overseas voter as defined in 42 U S.C. 1973ff-6;

(i) A statenent of the elector's length of residence in the
state inmedi ately precedi ng the comencenent of service,
i medi ately preceding the date of leaving to be with or near the
servi ce nmenber, or inmediately preceding | eaving the United
States, or a statement that the elector's parent or |egal guardian
resided in this state |Iong enough to establish residency for
voting purposes inmediately preceding |leaving the United States,

whi chever is applicable;

(j) If the request is for primary election ballots, the

elector's party affiliation;

(k) If the elector desires ballots to be mailed to the

el ector, the address to which those ballots shall be nmil ed;

(I') If the elector desires ballots to be sent to the el ector
by facsinmile nachine, the tel ephone nunber to which they shall be

so sent;
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(m If the elector desires ballots to be sent to the el ector
by electronic mail or, if offered by the board of elections or the
secretary of state, through internet delivery, the elector's

electronic nail address or other internet contact infornation.

(2) A voter or any relative of a voter listed in division
(A)(3) of this section may use a single federal post card
application to apply for uniforned services or overseas absent
voter's ballots for use at the primary and general elections in a
gi ven year and any special election to be held on the day in that
year specified by division (E) of section 3501.01 of the Revised
Code for the holding of a prinmary el ection, designated by the
general assenbly for the purpose of submitting constitutiona
anmendnment s proposed by the general assenbly to the voters of the
state. A single federal postcard application shall be processed by
the board of elections pursuant to section 3511.04 of the Revised
Code the sane as if the voter had applied separately for uniforned

services or overseas absent voter's ballots for each el ection.

(3) Application to have uniformed services or overseas absent
voter's ballots mailed or sent by facsinile machine to such a
person may be made by the spouse, father, nother, father-in-Iaw,
not her-i n-1aw, grandfather, grandnother, brother or sister of the
whol e bl ood or half blood, son, daughter, adopting parent, adopted
child, stepparent, stepchild, daughter-in-law, son-in-law, uncle,
aunt, nephew, or niece of such a person. The application shall be
in witing upon a blank form furnished only by the director or on
a single federal post card as provided in division (A)(2) of this
section. The formof the application shall be prescribed by the
secretary of state. The director shall furnish that blank formto
any of the relatives specified in this division desiring to nmake
the application, only upon the request of such a relative nmade in

person at the office of the board or upon the witten request of
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such a relative nailed to the office of the board. Except as
ot herwi se provided in division (B) of this section, the
application, subscribed and sworn to by the applicant, shal

contain all of the foll ow ng:

(a) The full name of the elector for whomballots are

request ed;

(b) A statenent that the elector is an absent unifornmed

services voter or overseas voter as defined in 42 U S.C. 1973ff-6;
(c) The address at which the elector is registered to vote;

(d) A statenment identifying the elector's |length of residence
in the state i medi ately precedi ng the cormencenent of service,
i medi ately preceding the date of leaving to be with or near a
service menber, or inmediately preceding | eaving the United
States, or a statement that the elector's parent or |egal guardian
resided in this state |long enough to establish residency for
voting purposes i nedi ately preceding |leaving the United States,

as the case nmay be;
(e) The elector's date of birth;
(f) One of the follow ng:
(i) The elector's driver's |icense nunber;

(ii) The last four digits of the elector's social security

nunber ;

(iii) A copy of the elector's current and valid photo
identification, a copy of a mlitary identification, or a copy of
a current utility bill, bank statenent, government check
paycheck, or other governnent docunent, other than a notice of
voter registration mailed by a board of el ections under section
3503. 19 of the Revi sed Code, that shows the nane and address of
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the el ector.

(g) A statenent identifying the election for which absent

voter's ballots are requested;

(h) A statenment that the person requesting the ballots is a

qualified el ector

(i) If the request is for primary election ballots, the

el ector's party affiliation;

(j) A statenent that the applicant bears a relationship to

the elector as specified in division (A (3) of this section;

(k) The address to which ballots shall be nmailed, the
t el ephone nunber to which ballots shall be sent by facsinmle
machi ne, the electronic mail address to which ballots shall be
sent by electronic mail, or, if internet delivery is offered by
the board of elections or the secretary of state, the internet
contact information to which ballots shall be sent through

i nternet delivery;

(1) The signature and address of the person naking the

appl i cati on.

(B) If the elector has a confidential voter registration
record, as described in section 111.44 of the Revised Code, the

application may include the elector's program partici pant

identification nunber instead of the address at which the el ector

is registered to vote.

(C Each application for uniforned services or overseas

absent voter's ballots shall be delivered to the director not

earlier than the first day of January of the year of the elections

for which the uniformed services or overseas absent voter's
ball ots are requested or not earlier than ninety days before the

day of the election at which the ballots are to be voted,
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whi chever is earlier, and not |ater than twelve noon of the third
day preceding the day of the election, or not later than six p. m
on the last Friday before the day of the election at which those
ballots are to be voted if the application is delivered in person

to the office of the board.

(D) If the voter for whomthe application is made is entitled
to vote for presidential and vice-presidential electors only, the
applicant shall subnmit to the director in addition to the
requi rements of division (A) of this section, a statenent to the
effect that the voter is qualified to vote for presidential and

vice-presidential electors and for no other offices.

(E) A board of elections that mails a federal post card

appl i cati on er—ether—absent—voter——s—ballet—appteatien to an

el ector under this section shall not prepay the return postage for

that application. A board of elections that nmails or otherw se

delivers an absent voter's ballot application, other than the

federal post card application, shall prepay the return postage for

that application. The secretary of state shall reinburse a board

for the expense to prepay the return postage.

(F) Except as otherwi se provided in this section and in
sections 3505.24 and 3509. 08 of the Revised Code, an el ection
official shall not fill out any portion of a federal post card
application or other application for absent voter's ballots on
behal f of an applicant. The secretary of state or a board of
el ections may preprint only an applicant's nane and address on a
federal post card application or other application for absent
voter's ballots before mailing that application to the applicant,
except that if the applicant has a confidential voter registration
record, the secretary of state or the board of elections shall not

preprint the applicant's address on the application.
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Sec. 3511.04. (A If a director of a board of elections
receives an application for uniforned services or overseas absent
voter's ballots that does not contain all of the required
information, the director pronptly shall notify the applicant of
the additional information required to be provided by the

applicant to conplete that application.

(B) Not later than the forty-sixth day before the day of each
general or primary election, and at the earliest possible tine
before the day of a special election held on a day other than the
day on which a general or prinmary election is held, the director
of the board of elections shall mail, send by facsimle nmachine,
send by electronic mail, send through internet delivery if such
delivery is offered by the board of elections or the secretary of
state, or otherw se send uni fornmed services or overseas absent
voter's ballots then ready for use as provided for in section
3511. 03 of the Revised Code and for which the director has
received valid applications prior to that tine. Thereafter, and
until twelve noon of the third day preceding the day of election
the director shall pronptly, upon receipt of valid applications
for them mail, send by facsimle machine, send by el ectronic
mai |, send through internet delivery if such delivery is offered
by the board of elections or the secretary of state, or otherwi se
send to the proper persons all uniforned services or overseas

absent voter's ballots then ready for use.

If, after the seventieth day before the day of a general or
primary el ection, any other question, issue, or candidacy is
lawfully ordered subnmitted to the electors voting at the genera
or primary election, the board shall pronptly provide a separate
official issue, special election, or other election ballot for

subnitting the question, issue, or candidacy to those el ectors,
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and the director shall pronptly mail, send by facsinile machine,
send by electronic mail, send through internet delivery if such
delivery is offered by the board of elections or the secretary of
state, or otherw se send each such separate ballot to each person
to whom the director has previously mailed or sent other uniformed

services or overseas absent voter's ball ots.

A board of el ections thatmailsor otherwise delivers
elector—under—thisseection shall net prepay the return postage for

those unifornmed services or overseas absent voter's ballots mailed

or _otherw se delivered under this section, unless, under 39 U.S. C

3406. no postage paynent is required. The secretary of state shal

rei nburse a board for the expense to prepay the return postage. In

mai | i ng uni formed services or overseas absent voter's ballots, the
director shall use the fastest mail service avail able, but the

director shall not mail themby certified mail."

In line 82850, after "3505.21," insert "3509.03, 3509. 04,
3509. 05, 3511.02, 3511.04,"

The motion was agreed to.

SYNOPSIS
Absent voter's ball ots postage
R C. 3509.03, 3509.04, 3509.05, 3511.02, and 3511.04

Requi res boards of elections to prepay postage for the

application of and return of conpl eted absent voter's ballots.

Requires the Secretary of State to reinburse the boards of

el ections for the prepaid postage.
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