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House Agriculture and Rural Development Committee
House Bill 24 – Written Interested Party Testimony

John Leutz
Legislative Counsel
County Commissioners Association of Ohio

May 7, 2019
Chairman Koehler, Vice Chair Smith, Ranking Member Brent, and members of the House Agriculture and Rural Development Committee, I am writing on behalf of the County Commissioners Association of Ohio to convey a few thoughts on House Bill 24. 
HB 24 would update Ohio laws relating to humane societies and their agents. As you may know, a board of county commissioners may designate and appoint humane officers regularly employed by a human society organized under ORC Sections 1717.02-1717.05 to act as the county dog warden or deputy wardens. This authority is contingent upon the humane society owning or controlling a suitable place for keeping and handling dogs. (ORC 955.15)
HB 24 includes several positive provisions, including:
· Specifies that generally the records of an enforcement activity by a humane society agent are public records under Ohio Public Records Law.
· Specifies procedures for the removal from office of a humane society agent.
· Provides flexibility for a county to use either dog and kennel funds or general revenue funds for certain human society expenses. 

· Requires that the county sheriff and the board of county commissioners receive notification when the appointment of a humane society agent has been approved.
In addition, the bill requires each county humane society, and the Ohio Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, to submit an annual report of enforcement activities to the appropriate county sheriff. CCAO is requesting that the board of county commissioners also receive a copy of this information. 
CCAO also is seeking consideration for two additional items:

· To require a board of county commissioners to consent when humane societies appoint an attorney to prosecute violations since this is an expense paid by the county. 

· To provide that appointments of human agents be approved by a board of county commissioners rather than the probate judge for appointments in the unincorporated area. The bill provides that an appointment of an agent does not take effect unless approved by the mayor of the municipal corporation for which it is made; if the society operates outside a municipal corporation, the appointment does not take effect until is it approved by the probate judge. CCAO recommends that the judges be removed from this situation, and a board of county commissioner address appointments in the unincorporated area.  
Thank you for your consideration of these recommendations, and we commend Representative Hambley for his sponsorship of HB 24. He and his staff have spent a great deal of time on these reforms, and we urge your consideration.
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