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	Brief Statement: I believe that parental choice in education is  an important right of parents.  I have worked with parents of various socio-economic and racial backgrounds who want to have a school that meets their needs.  Often times they are unable to enroll their Families in their school of choice due to economic factors.  A case in point - recently a amily of four children were delighted when they discovered in January that their school was on the list as an EdChoice School.  They had the oldest of the family come to visit our school for the day and Jake felt at home.  The entire family bought items in the bookstore, made arrangements to meet other families, established new friendships.   They now will have that choice taken away from them. We understand that change is part of the legislative process but to make changes as sweeping as these at the last minute is not a good system.  Residents of Ashtabula live in an area that is considered part of the Appalachian economic region.  Saint John does not serve elite families.  We serve families who believe we offer the type of education that is best for their children.  Ashtabula is the largest geographic county in Ohio yet families have few choices in regard to the education of their children .  EdChoice offers parents options and this is the key question.  Every child deserves a quality education.  But one size doesn't fit everyone.  We want to be partners with the state in providing educational programs that will advance the needs of Ohioans.  I would recommend that the original EdChoice bill be enacted for the 2020-21 school year and a broad study of the report card system and how it impacts the question of school choice be undertaken for future years.  the recent amended bills seem to be a reactionary rather than forward looking.  My educational background is Political Science, an MA from Kent State.  To enact such sweeping changes in less than two weeks is not the way our legislative process best serves its citizens.. 


