Good morning,

I work at a school that accepts the Ed Choice Scholarship and wanted to
write on behalf of that vantage point as I am not able to make the hearings.

These are the points that I feel are important to look at in regards to this:

1) Many families I meet with for admissions would not otherwise be able to
send their students to our school, or any private school if it weren't for this
voucher. It would limit their options to only be able to send to a public
school, some of which have been on this list for a long time and now may
not be eligible now depending on what legislation is potentially passed.

2) Families who are already have some children enrolled in private schools
are not unsure as to what will happen with the younger siblings, which will
affect enrollment greatly as having multiple schools for the same family is
not an easy task to juggle. These families have looked for a different school
for a reason- because they want the option to meet the needs of their
children. They know their children and I find, are more than willing to
discuss their children's strengths and challenges even in our first meeting.
This tells me that these parents/families are really looking for and wanting
the best options for their children. Who better to know their child than them?

3) The timing of this is putting both families and schools in a hardship
position. Families who were expecting to be able to apply, particularly those
for whom their school has been on the list for at least a year, are now not
able to apply. Schools need to fill the spots. These families are in a holding
pattern when they thought they had a great alternative and had already
been applying, been accepted, and now have to wait to see if it can really
happen for their child or not.

These are but a few points to consider.

Thank you for your time,

Kate Wright
Cleveland Montessori

Director of Admissions and Student Services
kate@clevelandmontessori.org
www.clevelandmontessori.org

216-421-0700
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