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Chairman Jones and members of the House Bill 9 Conference Committee, thank you for the
opportunity to speak to you today regarding Ohio’s EdChoice Voucher program. I am Brad
Blandin and [ am a life-long resident of Northwest Ohio. I am a Christian and a conservative
Republican, I practice law as a partner with a distinguished Toledo law firm. T serve on several
non-profit boards, volunteer as a coach of my kids’ sports, and serve in my church’s youth
ministry. Most importantly, T am the proud father of four beautiful children. I am here today as
a member of the Board of Education of Lake Local Schools in Wood County, a parent of current
students and a graduate of Lake Local Schools, and a concerned taxpayet.

I"d like to begin with a story about a student in Northwest Ohio. From an early age, this student
excelled academically and quickly became bored with school. Wanting the best for their child,
the student’s parents explored opportunities to enhance their child’s education, including private
and parochial schools. The parents also met with the leaders of the student’s public-school
system and together they developed a plan to challenge the student.- Ultimately, the student
stayed in the public-school system and thrived. The student graduated with honors from the
public-school system with 59 college credit hours and scored a 32 on the ACT. The student is
currently studying accounting as a student ambassador for the College of Business at Bowling
Green State University, Why do I share this story with you? Two reasons: 1) the student
graduated from an Ohio-designated “failing” public-school system and 2) T fear that the current
assumption is that the only option for a student in this situation is to move to a private or
parochial school. Fortunately, the student’s parents — my wife and I - were able to see through
the smoke created by the school grade card system and understand that our children are receiving
a quality education at Lake Schools. Further, it is evidence that public schools are capable of
amazing things and school choice isn’t the only fix.

I see several issues with the EdChoice Voucher progran:

1. School Grade Cards — The current school grade card system is fundamentally flawed,
resulting in embarrassingly deficient “grade cards™ that purport to gauge and report on
the effectiveness of our public schools. This system has labeled schools from 70% of
Ohio’s school districts as “failing.” In my community, Lake Schools has mystetiously
transitioned from “Excellent with Distinction” to “Failing” virtually overnight. Yet,
SB9 proposes to continue using this broken system in administering the EdChoice
Voucher program. This defies all logic. If the grade card system is clearly defective,
the prudent and logical approach would be to fix it before expanding the program.

As an aside, has consideration been given to the economic impact that branding the
majority of our public schools as “failing” has had on Ohio’s ability to attract new
businesses and jobs? As we all know, one of the first things prospective out-of-state
businesses evaluate is the quality of education in the community in which they are
considering investment. Would a business market its product by declaring “the majority
of our products were made by failing systems™? Of course not, yet this is precisely what
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Ohio has done. This must be taken into consideration when developing a new system of
evaluating and measuring our schools.

2. Accountability — If the trigger for diverting State and local tax dollars from public
schools is performance on Ohio’s accountability mechanism, the principles of fairness
and equity would seem to mandate that the recipients of these tax dollars be held to the
same accountability standards. Yet, EdChoice does not require this. I think logical
minds can agree that the accountability standards should apply to all schools — public
and private — receiving tax dollars.

3. Discrimination — Public schools are rightfully required to educate every student in their
district. Should this not be a requirement of every school — public and private
receiving tax dollars? Again, the logical mind would answer affirmatively, yet the
EdChoice program allows private and parochial schools to have “admission standards”
that effectively allows them to pick and choose which EdChoice students they would
like to admit. This is an eloquent way of saying they have the ability to discriminate.
This is unconscionable and has no place in education.

4, Qverreach of State Government — Over the years, Ohio has reduced education funding,
placing more of the funding burden on local taxpayers. Throughout Ohio, school
districts have repeatedly gone to voters seeking levies and income taxes to replace the
reduction in State funding, Personally, this year my wife and I will pay $12,422.19 in
real estate tax, of which $7,048 will go to Lake Local Schools. T was astounded to learn
that EdChoice will redirect my tax dollars to private and parochial schools. To
summarize, Ohio decided to reduce education funding and place the burden on local
taxpayers, who have responded by supporting levies and taxes, and now Ohio, in search
of more dollars, decides to grab local tax dollars from public schools and redirect them
to private and parochial schools. I find this absolutely appalling and I am confident that
most land owners, including the many farmers in Lake Township and throughout Ohio,
share the same sentiments as I on this issue. 1 strongly support SB89 because it
addresses this improper redirecting of local funds.

The reality of the situation is that Ohio’s method of funding public education is broken and
insufficient to meet the educational needs of our youth. Expansion of the EdChoice program
simply exacerbates the problem. More resources and innovative ideas are necessary to fix the
problem. It is important to understand that Ohio’s businesses have a vested interest in the
success of our schools to ensure the ongoing viability and success of their businesses. How do
we partner with and encourage Ohio’s businesses to invest in the schools? 1 encourage our
elected officials to engage the business community in seeking innovative solutions to the
problem.

Chairman Jones and members of the HB9 conference committee, thank you for this opportunity
to share my thoughts regarding Ohio’s EdChoice Voucher program, I am happy to address any
questions you may have.
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Chairman Jones and members of the House Bill 9 Conference Committee, thank
you for the opportunity to speak with you today regarding Ohic’s EdChoice Voucher
program. My name is Jim Witt, and | am the superintendent of the Lake Local School
District in northern Wood County.

This is currently my fourteenth year in this position. | am proud of our schools
and proud of our community, but mostly 1 am proud of the type of young people we have
in our district. We place a high priority on educating ALL of our students. Every year we
have to turn away students with disabilities in our open enroliment program because our
teachers are at federal case limits. Qur reputation for helping that population of young
people is very solid. Lake Schools’ personnel also fulfilis the obligation of writing
Individualized Education Programs for our local EdChoice approved entities. Last week,
we had one of these meetings and it was the first time our representative saw the
building administrator at one of these reviews that is so vitally important in the eyes of
those lawmakers in Washington who tie funding to federal programming. At the risk of
repeating what | assume you have heard over and over in these hearings, our test
scores on what most people believe to be a flawed report card are much higher than the
institution of which | speak.

Last April, we admitted a young lady to our district from Toledo. She was placed
on “administrative leave” from a private school in Lucas County for a same sex
relationship. According to the letter notifying the young lady and her family of her
remova! from the school, the investigative process was designed to “be reflective of
biblical grace and discipline......Nevertheless, as the Lord disciplines those He loves, so
in this situation there are consequences for her actions.” The letter, which is two pages
in length, does not once use the word “forgiveness.” As | stand before you today, | can
tell you that this young lady has positively impacted our high school in many ways. We
are so glad to have her as a Flyer! Just this week a young man who lives in our district
was expelled from a local Catholic high school. We were told that he was expelled
forever and the reason we were given for his expulsion was that he was the loudest kid
in a small school and they felt it was better for him to attend a bigger school where his
voice would be drowned out. The point | am trying to illustrate here is the uneven
playing field public schools face. Private and parochial institutions can pick and choose
their students. They can remove students on a whim. Public schools do not have that
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option. We take ‘em all and we roll up our sleeves and educate them to the best of our
ability.

But it does not stop at educating students. We feed them, we clothe them, we
pay for fees, we love them, we spend time with them, and we do so much more than
just the traditional classroom routine of, and | am dating myself here, the old three R’s!

The Lake School District is not perfect. We have to be better for our students and
we have to continue o find the best possible ways to educate our kids. in the 2020-21
school year, we will be flipping our school day based on a year and a half of research
that shows kids need more sleep. This has not been an easy sell for some of our
parents but we believe it is our duty to provide every opportunity to make our kids
successful. We think this will improve the academic progress of our population. We also
have a group called Project Change that addresses and provides support for mental
health and other social issues. This group is made up of staff members and community
folks but also has its own student run organization. This collection of caring people work
very well with our nationally acclaimed Students In Action club whose mission is to
serve others.

To conclude my time, I'd like for the committee to consider our financial situation.
We receive somewhere in the vicinity of $3500 per student in state aid. In the current
language of EdChoice, a student who chooses to leave us will receive $8000 per year
that we are responsible for paying. If a current 5th grader chooses to use the EdChoice
voucher until he or she graduates it could have potentially devastating effects on a
district like ours that has a per pupil spending amount that is significantly lower than the
state average. We work hard to balance doing what is right by kids and being good
stewards of the tax-payers’ hard earned dollars. The current EdChoice program would
make that balance much more difficult.

Chairman Jones and the members of the House Bill 9 conference committee,
thank you for this opportunity to provide input regarding Ohio’s EdChoice Voucher
program. | am happy to address your questions.
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Chairman Jones and members of the House Bill 9 Conference Commitiee, thank you for the opportunity
1o speak with you today regarding Ohio’s EdChoice Voucher Program. | am Monica Leppelmeier, Board
Member of Lake Local Schools in Wood County, Ohio.

{am here today as a board member, but also as a parent of 2 soon to be 3 children in the Lake Local
School District, a 2nd generation graduate of Lake Local Schools and a resident tax payer.

As you know, Ohio today uses the deduct method to fund performance-based EdChoice vouchers, which
is fundamentally flawed. By inappropriately deducting aid from local school districts, it diverts
locally-voted tax dollars to pay for private school vouchers, If the best interest of the students is what is
driving these deductions from local public school districts, then there needs to be a way to ensure the
private school is performing better than the public school the student is leaving. There needs to be a
mechanism to hold the private schools accountable for the locally-voted broperty tax dollars they are
receiving.

Lake Local Schools receives about $3,500 per student from the state for their education, but if a high
school student receives a voucher from the EdChoice program, they will receive up to 56,000 from Lake
Schools directly. Middle School students enrolied in the program would receive about $4,600 from the
district. This is showing that not only do we lose those money from the state for the students enrolled in
the EdChoice program, but we then have to make up the difference with local tax dollars. Our taxpayers
are then funding a student that is attending a private or parochial school that is not held to the same
standards as the public school.

State leaders must put an end to laws that force public school districts and their taxpayers to pay for
private school tuition. Ohio’s EdChoice Program is having devastating effects on school districts.

Locally we are doing great things and providing an exceptional education to the students in our district.
The Lake Local School District is continuously improving the teaching and learning that our students are
receiving and we are seeing great success stories of student graduating and attending great colleges,
joining a branch of the military or entering the workforce at one of our local companies, These are all
testimonies to the faculty, staff and administration at Lake Local Schools. They work very hard to be good
servants of the money received from both state and local resources to educate the students in our
district,

Home of the FLYERS




EdChoice Testimony
Page 2

| believe that we can all do better if all of us- legislators, educators and parents truly collaborate and
develop a system that works for Chio schools and Ohio students. All public school students in the Lake
Local School District receive a great education regardless of their circumstances. Everyone works hard to
educate and serve all students in the district at a low cost per pupil. A reduction in the funding received
from the state for students not attending Lake Local Schools would not only hurt our current students
but the community as well.

As | mentioned before, | am a parent to 3 wonderful children with 2 of them currently attending Lake
Local Schools. As a parent | want nothing more than my children to receive a great education and go
onto to live healthy and happy lives. | believe that this is started not only at home but at school. My
daughter who has a learning disability does very well academically because of the education and
services she is receiving at Lake. Managing her needs medically, academically and socially can bhe a
handful but knowing the care that she is receiving while at school gives me peace of mind. | make the
chaice every day to send my children to Lake Local Schools and am very happy about it.

As | stand here before you as a board member, parent, graduate and resident | ask you to work on long
term solutions to funding public schools and to come up with a mechanism that requires all schools who
accept funding from the state to follow the same legal and legislative requirements.

Chairman Jones and members of the House Bill 9 conference committee, thank you for this opportunity
to provide input regarding Chio’s EdChoice Voucher program.
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Chairman Jones and members of the House Bill ¢ Conference Committee, thank you for the
opportunity to speak with you today regarding Ohio’s EdChoice Voucher program. | am
Jodi A. Takats, Ph.D., mother to four children who attend public schools and the Director of
Curriculum and Instruction for the Lake Local School District in Millbury, Ohio.

| am testifying today as an opponent of the proposed House plan, as | believe Ohio needs to
take a closer lock at solving the real issue at hand. | believe the current school testing and
report card system is in need of a complete overhaul.

As parents, my husband and | prioritize our children’s education and are very involved in the
education that our children are receiving in public schools. it is essential that our children learn
in an environment that is inclusive and accepting of diverse ideologies and values. My children
have knowledgeable teachers who are not only specialized in teaching their specific academic
content area, but also provide appropriate instructional design methodologies in their
classrooms. We value the whole child philosophy that our public schools utilize to encompass
critical thinking and discussion that our children can learn and grow from. These values are not
measured with a single test score. You cannot “see” the quality of our children’s education on a
building or district report card. My children are taught to collaborate and engage with all types
of learners in an educational setting that supports compassion and understanding from various
perspectives. All students have the right to receive a quality education within a learning
community that supports divergent thinking regardless of their abilities, disabilities, sexual
orientation, and beliefs. | am proud to say that my children are receiving this type of top notch
education at their public schools regardless of the report card rating.

In addition to being a dedicated parent, | am the Director of Curriculum and Instruction for the
Lake Local School District in Millbury, Ohio. | am a 1985 graduate of this district. There is
nowhere else that | would rather invest my energy as a professional. A significant portion of my
life has been spent educating myself in the field of Education. | have earned a Bachelor's
degree in Secondary Education, a Master's degree in School Administration, a Specialist's
degree in Special Education, and a Doctorate degree in Curriculum and Instruction/Gifted
Education. Through these experiences, [ have gained the knowledge that is necessary to value
and appreciate all students and understand the wide array of possibilities of what a public
education can offer to them. All students learn differently, and a one-size fits all model that is
typically found in private/parochial schools is not what's best for students. This explains why
many of our students return to the public school after a short period of time attending the
private/parochial schools. Lake Local Schools does not turn any of our students away. We
educate, we intervene, we put plans in place fo assist all students in reaching their goals
regardless of how it impacts our report cards. If anything, we spend more time focusing on
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individual student growth and well being, than on the report card measures. Unfortunately, by
putting students first, we risk being designated as “ineffective” on our building or disfrict report
cards.

Philosophically, 1 cannot convince myself that the “effectiveness” of our work and centribution to
our students on a daily basis is determined from a score on a test. As educators, we work with
each student to assist them in developing their goals to become strong individuals who can
contribute as a productive member of society. Some of our students have no interest in being
college-bound, therefore, why is test preparation so important for them? Their "effectiveness”
should be determined from their chosen graduation pathway, not in the same manner as a
student who plans to attend college.

Please examine how we measure our public schools. The current school testing and report
card system needs your attention. A test score does not define who a student is or how the
public school educates them. We welcome you to come and visit us at Lake Local Schools.
We are proud of what we accomplish everyday with our students. Our students are proud to be
Flyers, and many of us simply refuse to leave because our hearts are in this school district. We
would iove for you to come see it for yourselves.

Chairman Jones and members of the House Bill 9 conference .committee, thank you for this

oppoartunity to provide input regarding Ohio's EdChoice Voucher program. | am happy to
address your questions.

Jodi A. Takats, Ph.D.
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