[bookmark: _GoBack]Chairman Becker, Vice chairman Stoltzfus, ranking member Miller, and members of the Federalism committee. Thank you very much for this opportunity to give testimony. 

My name is Richele O’Connor. I’m a retired professor from Wright State University and I am here today to speak on behalf of Moms Demand Action.  We are a grassroots gun violence prevention group with chapters in all 50 states and the District of Columbia.  We support the 2ndamendment but we believe that more can be done to make our citizens safe from gun violence.  We have members who are gun owners and non-gun owners; we are Republicans and Democrats; and we are everything in between, Moms, Dads, aunts, uncles, and neighbors.  We are all united behind the belief that gun violence is an epidemic in our country, in our state, and we must do better to break the pattern.  Every day 100 people are killed with guns in this country.  That’s over 36,000 people killed every year and over 100,000 injured.  Firearms are now the second leading cause of death for children and teens and the leading cause of death for Black children and teens in the US.  We can do better.  We must do better.  One law that we believe could really help reduce the number of gun deaths is a law that has become known as the  “Red Flag Law.” 

Red flag laws or Extreme Risk Protection Orders (ERPO)

Red flag laws can save lives by creating a way for family members and law enforcement to act before warning signs escalate into tragedies.  These laws permit immediate family members and law enforcement to petition a court for an extreme risk protection order (ERPO) to remove guns from dangerous situations.  If a court finds that a person poses a serious risk of injuring his or herself or others, that person is temporarily prohibited from purchasing and possessing guns and is required to turn over the guns while the order is in effect. 

Fourteen states and the District of Columbia have enacted red flag laws: California, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Illinois, Indiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, Vermont, Washington and DC.  

I would like to point out the three major scenarios where Red Flag Laws can have the biggest impact:

· Mass shootings
· Suicide 
· Domestic violence 

Mass shootings

Perpetrators of mass shootings and school shootings often display warning signs before committing violent acts.  For example, students and teachers reported that the mass shooter in the February 2018 Parkland, FL, tragedy displayed threatening behavior. His mother had contacted law enforcement on multiple occasions regarding his behavior, and he was known to possess firearms. In response to that tragedy, Florida passed its own Red Flag law. 

Suicide
Claiming the lives of nearly 22,000 Americans every year, firearm suicide is a significant public health crisis in the U.S. Nearly two-thirds of all gun deaths in the U.S. are suicides: an average of 59 deaths a day. We hear news stories about the increase in teen suicides and the staggering veteran suicide statistics.  While the dynamics of suicide are complex, one thing is clear: means matter and, amongst commonly used methods of self-harm, firearms are the most lethal. Policies and practices that limit or disrupt access to firearms have been shown to save lives. 
Following Connecticut’s increased enforcement of its Red Flag law, one study found that law to be associated with a 14 percent reduction in the state’s firearm suicide rate.  In Indiana, in the 10 years after the state passed its Red Flag law in 2005, the state’s firearm suicide rate decreased by 7.5 percent. 
Domestic Violence
Women in the US are 21 times more likely to be killed with a gun than women in other high-income countries. Put another way, 92 percent of all women killed with guns in high-income countries in 2015 were from the US.  And an astonishing share of this gun violence in America is driven by domestic violence.  Lawmakers should protect all victims of domestic violence, including non-married partners, by preventing abusers from possessing firearms after a criminal conviction or while under a restraining order.  And the law must ensure that abusers actually turn in their guns after becoming prohibited from possessing guns in a court of law.
Background Checks 
In addition to Red Flag laws, we feel that criminal background checks for all gun sales are the foundation of any effort to reduce gun violence across America. The system works – more than 3 million illegal gun sales have been blocked in the past 20 years. But half of all Americans still live in states where a convicted felon, domestic abuser or fugitive can simply skip a background check by finding an unlicensed seller at a gun show or online.  Lawmakers need to close this dangerous loophole and should strengthen the system by ensuring all background checks are completed before guns are sold and by empowering law enforcement to pursue people who illegally try and fail to purchase guns.
Conclusion 
In closing, we believe that expanding Background Checks to ALL gun sales and passing Red Flag Laws will have a significant impact on reducing gun deaths in our country, and here in the great state of Ohio.  We have seen the evidence in states that have passed these laws.  We would like to take this opportunity to urge you all to please ask yourself this simple question when you decide to introduce a bill related to guns … Is this bill going to make our communities safer or is it likely to result in more deaths? 
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