
















The Correlates of Low Homicide Rates among Unrelated Adults

Political stability:  The belief that government is stable and that its legal 

and judicial institutions are unbiased and will redress wrongs and 

protect lives and property.

A legitimate government:  A feeling of confidence in government and the 

officials who run it, and a belief in their legitimacy.

Fellow feeling, empathy:  A feeling of patriotism, empathy, and kinship 

with other members of society arising from racial, religious, or political 

solidarity.

A legitimate status hierarchy:  The belief that the social hierarchy is 

legitimate, that one’s position in society is or can be satisfactory and 

that one can command the respect of others without resorting to 

violence.

Note: The are the elements of successful nation building.



Source: LaFree (1998).
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Suicide Rate with Firearms
versus Percentage of Households with Firearms, 1 999-2005

R-squared: 74.8 percent.
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Suicide Rate without Firearms
versus Percentage of Households with Firearms, 1 999-2005

R-squared: 0.2 percent.


