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in the Spring of 2015, We had a member of our congregation at the
Church of Christ on Genessee ave who had temporary custody of her 6
month old niece. Kaia’s mother had lost custody due to Children
services deeming her unfit at the time due to a number of
circumstances, but she was working to regain custody. During the
Spring Our Church member was diagnosed with stage 4 cancer and was
not long able to care for her. At Church my wife had bonded with Kia
and Pam asked if we would interested in caring for her until her cancer
treatments allowed her me WF There were no other family
members on either side'in a position to take custody. Our youngest
child was 30 years old, so it had been a while since we had a new born
in our care. p{° e

We applied to gain'custody and were enrolled in the Kinship care
program. We qualified and gained temporary custody of Kia July of
2015, when she was 8 months old. We were both still working, my wife
was on Summer break, from Dublin City Schools.

We worked with the social worker and she was able to secure a car seat
and stroller for us to transport her. Our income would not allow us to
quality for assistance from any of the government programs. We did
have a medial card for her that we could use at Children’s Hospital. We
were also given a WIC card that we could use to purchase some of her
food needs, but not all.

We were also told that the child’s mother would be claiming her as a
dependent even though she did not have custody, because this was the
314 child she had lost custody of and it had been her practice, so we did
not claim her on our taxes.

As my wife was heading back to work, we need’ghild care for Kia, we
found out quickly that it was very expensive. $225.00 per week / $900
a month , which we could not afford. We did consider backing out of




the program at that time. We were fortunate that a friend of my
daughter owned a daycare and would give us a discount, we were billed
$125.00 per week, which was still expensive as we were trying to gear
up for retirement. | believe Children Services paid for two weeks of
Daycare as we appealed to them for help.

There were no other programs we qualified for and no other assistance
was given to us. We could have used some help with food, diapers,
clothing, shoes and Daycare. This experience definitely put a squeeze
on our finances.

We provided care for a 9 month period (3/16). The child’s mother was
able to secure custody after completing the requirements that
Children’s services requested.

We were blessed to be able to provide the time and resources it took.
But knowing the financial requirements that it takes we have not
continued our relationship with the Kinship Care program even though
they has asked us.

If there was assistance available, that would certainly have an effect or
our decision in the future.




