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Chairman Brinkiman, Vice Chair Antani, Ranking Member Boggs, and members of the
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to submit this proponent testimony from the
Universal Health Care Action Network of Ohio (UHCAN Ohio). UHCAN Ohio is a
statewide nonprofit organization uniting consumers and their allies to assure everyone
has access to quality, affordable health care. We are a member of Advocates for Ohio’s
Future, the umbrella health and human services coalition for the state of Ohio.

UHCAN Ohio supports House Bill 390 because it ensures that consumers will retain
critical protections when purchasing health care insurance.

In Texas v. Azar, the federal district court ruled that the removal of the tax penalty for
failure to maintain health insurance was an inseverable provision that led to the
unconstitutionality of the entire Affordable Care Act. If this decision is upheld, it would
have catastrophic consequences for the health care coverage of millions of Ohioans.’
Ohio could prevent some of the damage by passing the protections in House Bill 390. It
is important that Ohio provide these protections in advance of action by the court so that
consumers remain secure.

Nearly 29% of non-ederly Ohio adults have a pre-existing condition that could cause
them to be declined for insurance under pre-ACA practices (approximately 1,938,000
Ohioans).?2 Examples of declinable conditions include diabetes, pregnancy, alcohol
abuse, and severe mental ilinesses such as eating disorders. HB390 would assure
individuals with pre-existing conditions would not have to pay higher premiums in the
individual health insurance market.

It is also critical to protect consumers from having health plans that include dollar limits
on annual or lifetime benefits. Caps are catastrophic for families who experience
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significant medical events. Without banning these caps, families could be devastated
when their child’s NICU care left them with crippling medical bills.?

Protecting the Essential Health Benefits (EHB) is both critical to ensuring plans provide
quality coverage and EHB also define the benefits that are covered without a financial
(lifetime or annual) cap. When Ohio ensures that Essential Health Benefits are part of
the individual health insurance plans, consumers are ensured health coverage protects
the whole of their health. In 2013, before the ACA EHB requirements took effect,
across the nation, 75% of non-group health plans did not cover maternity care, 45% did
not cover substance use disorder treatment, and 38% did not cover mental health
services.* This bill assures that benefits include: ambulatory patient services;
emergency services; hospitalization; maternity and newborn care; mental health and
substance use disorder services, including behavioral health treatment; and
prescription drugs.

Thank you for your work: please make these critical consumer protections part of Ohio
law.
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