Occupational Licensing Review
Board Questionnaire

Board Name

Ohio Athletic Commission (ATH)

Point of Contact

Executive Director - Bernie Profato

Describe the board’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives

The scope of the Commission is to regulate ALL unarmed combat sports. These include
Boxing, Mixed martial Arts, Karate, Kick Boxing, Tough Person contests and any sports that
would involve any striking of the opponent.
The primary goal is to make sure that these contestants compete in a safe and secure
environment. The contestants must submit medicals prior to competing. A Medical Doctor
gives them a physical at the event and after they compete in case there may need to be a
follow-up medical requirement prior to them competing again.

1

Describe and identify the board’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to
complete workload, and total number of staff

There are 5 voting members assigned by the Governor's office. They serve a 3 year yerm and
this has been split up so that not all are replaced at the same time. There must 3 of 1 party
and 2 of the other party assigned.
The office staff includes 3 including the Executive Director

2

Describe and identify the board’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding

The budget comes through the legislators. We testify before both the House and Senate
committees assigned for the budget.

3

Identify the number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their
compensation, if any

The 5 members are given a per diem and travel for a meeting once a month.

4

Is the preservation of the board necessary to protect the public’s health, safety, or welfare? If so,
is the authority of the board narrowly tailored to protect the public’s health against present,
recognizable, and significant harms to the public’s health safety and welfare?

Yes all contestants must provide a negative HIV; Hep B Surface antigen and Hep C Antibody, as
well as a dilated eye exam. Contestants 35 and over in addition must also provide a MRI of the
brain; an EKG with stress echo clearance and a chest X-ray within the past 2 years.
Contestant examined post fight and need special medical clearance are suspended throughout
the country until that medical requirement is fulfilled.

5

Could the public be protected or served in an alternate or less restrictive manner?

No

6

Does the board serve a specific private interest?

No

7

Are the board’s rules consistent with the legislative mandate expressed in the statutes that
created and empowered the board?

Yes the Administrative code mirrors the ORC and all rules that are implemented are provided a
public hearing and then are passed through JCARR

8

If applicable, please identify any licenses or functions of the board that could be eliminated or
consolidated

None that are currently being issued

9

Describe the extent to which the board's jurisdiction and programs overlap or duplicate those of
other boards, the extent to which the board coordinates with those other boards, and the extent
to which the board's programs could be consolidated with the programs of other state
departments or boards.

N/A

1
0

How many other states regulate the occupation or occupations under the board's jurisdiction? Is a
license required to engage in that occupation or those occupations in other states? Are the initial
licensing and license renewal requirements for the occupation or occupations substantially
equivalent in every state? How does the amount of regulation exercised by the board compare to
the regulation of the occupation or occupations, if any, in other states?

ALL 50 states and Puerto Rico and Guam

1
1

Would significant changes in the board's rules prevent an individual licensed in Ohio from
practicing, or allow an individual licensed in Ohio to practice, the same occupation in another
jurisdiction without obtaining an occupational license for that occupation in that other
jurisdiction?

No

1
2

Does the board recognize national uniform licensure requirements for one or more occupations
under the board's jurisdiction?

No all participants must have a current Ohio License. In the event the rules are violated that
license can possibly be suspended

1
3

Could private contractors be used, in an effective and efficient manner, either to assist the board
in the performance of its duties or to perform these duties instead of the board?

No

1
4

Has the operation of the board inhibited economic growth, reduced efficiency, or increased the
cost of government?

No, it has increased economic growth by bringing events to a community. The is money spent
in the community by all involved in the event. There is no increased cost because there is a 5%
fee paid on total ticket sales.

1
5

Describe the authority of the board regarding fees, inspections, enforcement, and penalties.

The board could recommend fee changes but they must pass through a public hearing and
JCARR

1
7

Describe the extent to which the board has permitted qualified applicants to serve the public.

N/A

1
8

Describe the extent to which the board has permitted individuals to practice elements of the
occupation without a license.

N/A

1
9

Assess the cost-effectiveness of the board in terms of number of employees, services rendered,
and administrative costs incurred, both past and present.

The Commission has only 3 employees and 5 voting members ans 1 house member and 1
senate non-voting member. We provide a service that makes sure the contestants are in a safe
environment; that promoters are properly bonded and that there is medical staff (MD or DO) at
every event.
All medicals MUST be cleared through our office by the Wednesday prior to the event. If the
proper medicals aren't provided that bout is removed from the event.
We also assign all officials, who are independent contractors to the event and they are paid by
the promoter

2
0

Has the board's operation been impeded or enhanced by existing statutes and procedures and by
budgetary, resource, and personnel practices?

Somewhat by having to submit any changes and also No Change rules through CSI (Cost
Savings Initiative) when most of these rule proposals or No change (5 year review) don't apply
to any monetary issue.
Some of our rule changes are for the health and safety of the contestants and there has been a
delay in time getting them cleared through CSI

2
1

Has the board recommended statutory changes to the general assembly that would benefit the
public as opposed to the persons regulated by the board, if any, and have those recommendations
and other policies been adopted and implemented?

No

2
2

Has the board required any persons it regulates to report to it the impact of board rules and
decisions on the public as they affect service costs and service delivery?

No

2
3

Are persons regulated by the board, if any, required to assess problems in their business
operations that affect the public?

N/A

2
4

Has the board encouraged public participation in its rule-making and decision-making?

Yes - We were the first state to implement Amateur Mixed Martial Arts rules in 2005. We had a
group meeting that was attended by approx 30 people from the sport. We discussed and
implemented most of the suggestions came from a diverse group that attended.
We also implement proposals from the Association of Boxing Commissions) ABC; and the
American Ringside Physicians (ARP) group; as well as encouraging those participating in the
sports to submit possible changes

2
5

Assess the efficiency with which formal public complaints filed with the board have been
processed to completion.

There is a public hearing that the Commission will address any complaint and also any appeal
of any license suspension.

2
6

Has the purpose for which the board was created been fulfilled? Has it changed? Does it still exist?

The purpose of the Commission can not be totally fulfilled because of continuing changes
made to unarmed combat sports. Also, continuing to make sure that the safety and welfare
of contestants is always met.

2
7

Does federal law require that the board be renewed in some form?

No - Under the Muhammad Ali Act it requires that all Professional Boxers be issued a
Federal ID and it must be issued in the state where that boxer resides. The Only exception
to that law is that if the Boxer is from a foreign country then the first state they compete must
issue them the Federal ID

2
8

Assess the administrative hearing process of a board if the board has an administrative hearing
process, and whether or not the hearing process is consistent with due process rights.

Chapter 119 of Administrative C ode is followed for all hearings. All licensees are provided
notice of the hearing and an opportunity to be heard prior to any action being taken.

2
9

Is the requirement for the occupational license or licenses under the board's jurisdiction
consistent with the policies expressed in section 4798.02 of the Revised Code? Does the license
serve a meaningful, defined public interest? Does it provide the least restrictive form of regulation
that adequately protects the public interest?

Yes

3
0

Assess the extent to which licensing ensures that practitioners have occupational skill sets or
competencies that are substantially related to protecting consumers from present, significant, and
substantiated harms that threaten public health, safety, or welfare, and the impact that those
criteria have on applicants for a license, particularly those with moderate or low incomes, seeking
to enter the occupation or profession.

N/A

3
1

Assess the extent to which the requirement for the occupational license stimulates or restricts
competition, affects consumer choice, and affects the cost of services.

N/A

3
2

Are changes needed in the enabling laws of the board in order for it to comply with the criteria
suggested by the considerations listed in this questionnaire?

No

3
3

Additional Notes

3
4

