
Amendment No. AM_133_2598

H. B. No. 680

As Introduced

__________________________ moved to amend as follows:

In line 1 of the title, after "sections" insert "3501.10, 3503.16,";

after "3509.04" insert ", 3509.051"

In line 7 of the title, delete "deadlines" and insert "procedures"

In line 10, after "sections" insert "3501.10, 3503.16,"; after 

"3509.04" insert ", 3509.051"

After line 13, insert:

"Sec. 3501.10. (A) The board of elections shall, as an 

expense of the board, provide suitable rooms for its offices and

records and the necessary and proper furniture and supplies for 

those rooms. The board may lease such offices and rooms, 

necessary to its operation, for the length of time and upon the 

terms the board deems in the best interests of the public, 

provided that the term of any such lease shall not exceed 

fifteen years. 

Thirty days prior to entering into such a lease, the board

shall notify the board of county commissioners in writing of its

intent to enter into the lease. The notice shall specify the 

terms and conditions of the lease. Prior to the thirtieth day 
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after receiving that notice and before any lease is entered 

into, the board of county commissioners may reject the proposed 

lease by a majority vote. After receiving written notification 

of the rejection by the board of county commissioners, the board

of elections shall not enter into the lease that was rejected, 

but may immediately enter into additional lease negotiations, 

subject to the requirements of this section.

The board of elections in any county may, by resolution, 

request that the board of county commissioners submit to the 

electors of the county, in accordance with section 133.18 of the

Revised Code, the question of issuing bonds for the acquisition 

of real estate and the construction on it of a suitable building

with necessary furniture and equipment for the proper 

administration of the duties of the board of elections. The 

resolution declaring the necessity for issuing such bonds shall 

relate only to the acquisition of real estate and to the 

construction, furnishing, and equipping of a building as 

provided in this division.

(B) The board of elections in each county shall keep its 

offices, or one or more of its branch registration offices, open

for the performance of its duties until nine p.m. on the last 

day of registration before a general or primary election. At all

other times during each week, the board shall keep its offices 

and rooms open for a period of time that the board considers 

necessary for the performance of its duties.

(C) The board of elections may maintain permanent or 

temporary branch offices at any place within the county, 

provided that, if the board of elections permits electors to 

vote at a branch office, electors shall not be permitted to vote

at any other branch office or any other office of the board of 
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elections."

After line 107, insert:

"Sec. 3503.16. (A) Except as otherwise provided in 

division (E) of section 111.44 of the Revised Code, whenever a 

registered elector changes the place of residence of that 

registered elector from one precinct to another within a county 

or from one county to another, or has a change of name, that 

registered elector shall report the change by delivering a 

change of residence or change of name form, whichever is 

appropriate, as prescribed by the secretary of state under 

section 3503.14 of the Revised Code to the state or local office

of a designated agency, a public high school or vocational 

school, a public library, the office of the county treasurer, 

the office of the secretary of state, any office of the 

registrar or deputy registrar of motor vehicles, or any office 

of a board of elections in person or by a third person. Any 

voter registration, change of address, or change of name 

application, returned by mail, may be sent only to the secretary

of state or the board of elections.

A registered elector also may update the registration of 

that registered elector by filing a change of residence or 

change of name form on the day of a special, primary, or general

election at the polling place in the precinct in which that 

registered elector resides or at the board of elections or at 

another site designated by the board.

(B)(1)(a) Any registered elector who moves within a 

precinct on or prior to the day of a general, primary, or 

special election and has not filed a notice of change of 

residence with the board of elections may vote in that election 

by going to that registered elector's assigned polling place, 
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completing and signing a notice of change of residence, showing 

identification in the form of a current and valid photo 

identification, a military identification, or a copy of a 

current utility bill, bank statement, government check, 

paycheck, or other government document, other than a notice of 

voter registration mailed by a board of elections under section 

3503.19 of the Revised Code, that shows the name and current 

address of the elector, and casting a ballot.

(b) Any registered elector who changes the name of that 

registered elector and remains within a precinct on or prior to 

the day of a general, primary, or special election and has not 

filed a notice of change of name with the board of elections may

vote in that election by going to that registered elector's 

assigned polling place, completing and signing a notice of a 

change of name, and casting a provisional ballot under section 

3505.181 of the Revised Code. If the registered elector provides

to the precinct election officials proof of a legal name change,

such as a marriage license or court order that includes the 

elector's current and prior names, the elector may complete and 

sign a notice of change of name and cast a regular ballot.

(2) Any registered elector who moves from one precinct to 

another within a county or moves from one precinct to another 

and changes the name of that registered elector on or prior to 

the day of a general, primary, or special election and has not 

filed a notice of change of residence or change of name, 

whichever is appropriate, with the board of elections may vote 

in that election if that registered elector complies with 

division (G) of this section or does all of the following:

(a) Appears at anytime during regular business hours on or

after the twenty-eighth day prior to the election in which that 
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registered elector wishes to vote or, if the election is held on

the day of a presidential primary election, the twenty-fifth day

prior to the election, through noon of the Saturday prior to the

election at the office of the board of elections, appears at any

time during regular business hours on the Monday prior to the 

election the time that absent voter's ballots may be cast in 

person at the office of the board of elections or at another 

location in the county at which electors may cast absent voter's

ballots in person, or appears on the day of the election at 

either of the following locations:

(i) The polling place for the precinct in which that 

registered elector resides;

(ii) The office of the board of elections or, if pursuant 

to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code the board

has designated another location in the county at which 

registered electors may vote, at that other location instead of 

the office of the board of elections cast absent voter's ballots

in person.

(b) Completes and signs, under penalty of election 

falsification, the written affirmation on the provisional ballot

envelope, which shall serve as a notice of change of residence 

or change of name, whichever is appropriate;

(c) Votes a provisional ballot under section 3505.181 of 

the Revised Code at the polling place, at the office of the 

board of elections, or, if pursuant to division (C) of section 

3501.10 of the Revised Code the board has designated another 

location in the county at which registered electors may vote, at

that other location instead of the office of the board of 

elections, whichever is appropriate, using the address to which 

that registered elector has moved or the name of that registered
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elector as changed, whichever is appropriate;

(d) Completes and signs, under penalty of election 

falsification, a statement attesting that that registered 

elector moved or had a change of name, whichever is appropriate,

on or prior to the day of the election, has voted a provisional 

ballot at the polling place for the precinct in which that 

registered elector resides, at the office of the board of 

elections, or, if pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.10 of

the Revised Code the board has designated another location in 

the county at which registered electors may vote, at that other 

location instead of the office of the board of elections, 

whichever is appropriate, and will not vote or attempt to vote 

at any other location for that particular election.

(C) Any registered elector who moves from one county to 

another county within the state on or prior to the day of a 

general, primary, or special election and has not registered to 

vote in the county to which that registered elector moved may 

vote in that election if that registered elector complies with 

division (G) of this section or does all of the following:

(1) Appears at any time during regular business hours on 

or after the twenty-eighth day prior to the election in which 

that registered elector wishes to vote or, if the election is 

held on the day of a presidential primary election, the twenty-

fifth day prior to the election, through noon of the Saturday 

prior to the election at the office of the board of elections 

or, if pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the 

Revised Code the board has designated at another location in the

county at which registered electors may vote, at that other 

location instead of the office of the board of elections, 

appears during regular business hours on the Monday prior to the
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election at the office of the board of elections or, if pursuant

to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code the board

has designated another location in the county at which 

registered electors may vote, at that other location instead of 

the office of the board of elections, or appears on the day of 

the election at the office of the board of elections or, if 

pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code 

the board has designated another location in the county at which

registered electors may vote, at that other location instead of 

the office of the board of elections cast absent voter's ballots

in person during the time that absent voter's ballots may be 

cast in person or on the day of the election;

(2) Completes and signs, under penalty of election 

falsification, the written affirmation on the provisional ballot

envelope, which shall serve as a notice of change of residence;

(3) Votes a provisional ballot under section 3505.181 of 

the Revised Code at the office of the board of elections or, if 

pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code 

the board has designated another location in the county at which

registered electors may vote, at that other location instead of 

the office of the board of elections, using the address to which

that registered elector has moved;

(4) Completes and signs, under penalty of election 

falsification, a statement attesting that that registered 

elector has moved from one county to another county within the 

state on or prior to the day of the election, has voted at the 

office of the board of elections or, if pursuant to division (C)

of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code the board has designated 

another location in the county at which registered electors may 

vote, at that other location instead of the office of the board 
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of elections a provisional ballot, and will not vote or attempt 

to vote at any other location for that particular election.

(D) A person who votes by absent voter's ballots pursuant 

to division (G) of this section shall not make written 

application for the ballots pursuant to Chapter 3509. of the 

Revised Code. Ballots cast pursuant to division (G) of this 

section shall be set aside in a special envelope and counted 

during the official canvass of votes in the manner provided for 

in sections 3505.32 and 3509.06 of the Revised Code insofar as 

that manner is applicable. The board shall examine the pollbooks

to verify that no ballot was cast at the polls or by absent 

voter's ballots under Chapter 3509. or 3511. of the Revised Code

by an elector who has voted by absent voter's ballots pursuant 

to division (G) of this section. Any ballot determined to be 

insufficient for any of the reasons stated above or stated in 

section 3509.07 of the Revised Code shall not be counted.

Subject to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised 

Code, a board of elections may lease or otherwise acquire a site

different from the office of the board at which registered 

electors may vote pursuant to division (B) or (C) of this 

section.

(E) Upon receiving a notice of change of residence or 

change of name, the board of elections shall immediately send 

the registrant an acknowledgment notice. If the change of 

residence or change of name notice is valid, the board shall 

update the voter's registration as appropriate. If that form is 

incomplete, the board shall inform the registrant in the 

acknowledgment notice specified in this division of the 

information necessary to complete or update that registrant's 

registration.
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(F) Change of residence and change of name forms shall be 

available at each polling place, and when these forms are 

completed, noting changes of residence or name, as appropriate, 

they shall be filed with election officials at the polling 

place. Election officials shall return completed forms, together

with the pollbooks and tally sheets, to the board of elections.

The board of elections shall provide change of residence 

and change of name forms to the probate court and court of 

common pleas. The court shall provide the forms to any person 

eighteen years of age or older who has a change of name by order

of the court or who applies for a marriage license. The court 

shall forward all completed forms to the board of elections 

within five days after receiving them.

(G) A registered elector who otherwise would qualify to 

vote under division (B) or (C) of this section but is unable to 

appear at the office of the board of elections or, if pursuant 

to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code the board

has designated  at another location in the county at which 

registered electors may vote, at that other location cast absent

voter's ballots in person, on account of personal illness, 

physical disability, or infirmity, may vote on the day of the 

election if that registered elector does all of the following:

(1) Makes a written application that includes all of the 

information required under section 3509.03 of the Revised Code 

to the appropriate board for an absent voter's ballot on or 

after the twenty-seventh day prior to the election in which the 

registered elector wishes to vote through noon of the Saturday 

prior to that election and requests that the absent voter's 

ballot be sent to the address to which the registered elector 

has moved if the registered elector has moved, or to the address
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of that registered elector who has not moved but has had a 

change of name;

(2) Declares that the registered elector has moved or had 

a change of name, whichever is appropriate, and otherwise is 

qualified to vote under the circumstances described in division 

(B) or (C) of this section, whichever is appropriate, but that 

the registered elector is unable to appear at the board of 

elections because of personal illness, physical disability, or 

infirmity;

(3) Completes and returns along with the completed absent 

voter's ballot a notice of change of residence indicating the 

address to which the registered elector has moved, or a notice 

of change of name, whichever is appropriate;

(4) Completes and signs, under penalty of election 

falsification, a statement attesting that the registered elector

has moved or had a change of name on or prior to the day before 

the election, has voted by absent voter's ballot because of 

personal illness, physical disability, or infirmity that 

prevented the registered elector from appearing at the board of 

elections, and will not vote or attempt to vote at any other 

location or by absent voter's ballot mailed to any other 

location or address for that particular election."

After line 261, insert:

"Sec. 3509.051. Notwithstanding section 3509.05 or any 

other provision of the Revised Code to the contrary, all of the 

following shall apply to the casting of absent voter's ballots 

in person:

(A) The board of elections shall make in-person absent 

voting available at multiple locations in the county in a manner
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that ensures fair and equal access to in-person absent voting.

(B) An in-person absent voter shall provide identification

to the election officials in the same manner as one of the 

following:

(1) As a voter who casts a ballot in person on the day of 

an election is required to provide identification under section 

3505.18 of the Revised Code; or

(2) As a voter who casts an absent voter's ballot is 

required to submit a completed written application for an absent

voter's ballot under section 3509.03 of the Revised Code.

(B) (C) The absent voter shall not be required to complete

a statement of voter on an absent voter's ballot identification 

envelope.

(C) (D) The board of elections shall provide a signature 

book to be signed by absent voters who are casting their ballots

in person.

(D) (E) No person other than an election official shall be

permitted to challenge the right to vote of an absent voter who 

is casting a ballot in person. An election official may 

challenge the right to vote of an absent voter who is casting a 

ballot in person in the same manner as a precinct election 

official may challenge the right to vote of an elector on the 

day of an election under section 3505.20 or 3513.19 of the 

Revised Code.

(E) (F) No absent voter may receive a replacement ballot 

after the voter's absent voter's ballot has been scanned or 

entered into automatic tabulating equipment."

In line 662, after "sections" insert "3501.10, 3503.16,"; after 
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"3509.04" insert ", 3509.051"

The motion was __________ agreed to.

SYNOPSIS

In-person absent voting

R.C. 3501.10, 3503.16, and 3509.051

Requires each board of elections to make in-person absent 

voting available at multiple locations in the county in a manner

that ensures fair and equal access to in-person absent voting.

Allows electors who have moved or changed their names 

without updating their voter registrations to cast provisional 

ballots in the same locations, and at the same times, as in-

person absent voters.
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