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Chairman Wiggins, Vice Chairman Stephens, Ranking Member Kelly,

Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony today. My name is Susan Reis and | am State Policy
Advocate of Ohio for National Council of Jewish Women, an organization that for over 125 years has
been working to improve the lives of women, children and families throughout the United States.

The 90,000 members of NCJW nationally as well as the 2,000 members and supporters in Ohio
understand that voting is an important part of improving the lives of people. Through the vote, each
individual has the right to express an opinion as to who will be making decisions about issues, policies
and governance as well voicing approval or disapproval for issues on a ballot. For that reason, we have
always considered voting issues as critical to the success of our other policies and goals.

Often, our members have voted by mail. Sometimes, that vote occurs because a member has been
hospitalized. Other times, the member is out of town. Here is a story about one of our members who
had intended to be home this year to vote for in the March 17 primary: She found herself unable to
travel out of Florida because of her post cancer weakened immune system and the COVID-19
virus. Eight days before the original date, she pulled the application off the Board of Elections web
page, filled it out and mailed it in at the main post office in the town in which she was staying. By
Friday, when she still had not received the ballot, she phoned the Board of Elections to see if they had
even received the application for a ballot. She was assured that it had gone out one day before, but as
long as the envelope containing the ballot was postmarked March 16 or earlier, her ballot would be
counted. Late on Saturday the 14, she received the ballot. She filled it and drove to the only post office



open at that time on that day, a drive of about half an hour. This was an arduous effort that not everyone
would go through.

But, if proposed HB 680 passes, it would make it impossible for someone in a similar situation to this
member to vote. HB 680 retains the multi-step process that requires people to request an absentee
application, complete it, return it, wait for a ballot, complete it and return it—and pick up the tab for
the postage. And, the request would have to be made ten days before the vote. Our member would have
been out of luck, because the decision not to drive back was made nine days before the vote. Think of
someone who goes into the hospital for an emergency operation five days before the vote who generally
votes in person. They, too, would lose the ability vote.

Our Boards of Election need time and materials to prepare for voting. Our primary this year was chaotic
and caused a lot of confusion for our citizens as well as our Boards of Election. We had almost 50%
less voter turnout than at our last primary. Our Secretary of State supports sending out applications for
vote by mail ballots to all citizens and allowing people to apply for a ballot via the internet saves time
and money. Waiting until 60 days before an election does not give our Boards of Election enough time
to prepare. There are many people who do not have postage, and getting one (or two stamps) is onerous,
particularly in the event of a pandemic. We need to make it easier, not more difficult, for people to
vote.

We do not have to reinvent the wheel. There are states who already use vote by mail as the primary
way that voters vote. In those states they have more, not less, places to vote early in-person, and many
drop boxes throughout counties instead of just one place. We should learn from these states and use
their best practices.

I, on behalf of the members of the NCJW in Ohio, respectfully request you vote “no” and do not allow
this bill to come out of committee. Thank you.

Susan Reis
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