Chairman Romanchuk, Ranking Member West, and Members of the Finance Health and Human Services Subcommittee, thank you for the opportunity to testify today on House Bill 166. My name is Abby Fisher. I am Vice-President of Programs for Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Ohio. As the largest Big Brothers Big Sisters agency in the State, we serve as the lead agency and fiscal agent for the funding the State of Ohio has provided to Big Brothers Big Sisters agencies throughout Ohio in previous budget cycles.

I want to begin by expressing our gratitude to the DeWine Administration for their focus on Children's Initiatives including an emphasis on prevention as well as wrap around support for families.  We also support the Administration's Student Wellness and Success Funding program.  

Of equal import, we want to thank the Ohio legislature for critical funding provided by previous General Assemblies that has allowed us to create and support ongoing, one-to-one mentoring relationships for Ohio youth who have experienced trauma in their lives.

I am here today because now, more than ever, the Big Brothers Big Sisters mentoring program is needed by our Ohio youth. Far too many of our youth experience parental incarceration, parental substance use disorder, household poverty and hunger (Exhibit 1). As these youth grow older and seek out coping mechanisms to handle the Adverse Childhood Experiences that cause trauma in their lives, they often turn to risky behaviors, including the use of opioids or alcohol. The long-term negative impact on mental and physical health is well documented in research on Adverse Childhood Experiences.

For that reason, we are respectfully requesting funding to allow us to provide this critical intervention to more Ohio children in our State who need it so much.

Youth benefiting from funding provided in previous biennial budgets live in communities in every corner of our state. They meet up with their Big Brother or Big Sister consistently. Together, they get out in the community, visit museums and libraries, perform community service, experience school transitions, make college visits, and navigate through life challenges, all with the ongoing support of Big Brothers Big Sisters’ professional staff. These relationships have a significant impact on both youth and volunteers’ lives. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters’ prevention based intervention provides social-emotional support and academic lift. Our one-to-one mentoring model, is unique among other youth interventions. Our data-driven, evidence-based program includes providing ongoing coaching, training and support to the mentor, youth and family. The result is longer, stronger mentoring relationships that Defend the Potential of every youth in our program. Our ongoing involvement with our families also allows us to collaborate with other community resources to provide wrap-around services in their times of need. 

This is our community-based mentoring model. Unique to Big Brothers Big Sisters, this evidence-based best practice model is used by all Ohio Big Brothers Big Sisters agencies. Uniformity in processes, procedures, quality control and outcome measurement allow us all to provide consistent support and to measure the outcomes of all of the youth who are supported by State funding. I am pleased to inform you that more than 92% of the youth whose mentoring matches were funded by the State of Ohio in the FY 17-18 budget improved in at least one of the outcome categories we measure, and 81% improved in at least two. Plus, the youth in our program and the volunteers who mentor them rate the strength of their relationship as 4+ on a 5 point scale for all dimensions we measure (Exhibits 2-4).

[bookmark: _GoBack]In order to provide these critical community-based mentoring relationships to more youth who have experienced trauma, Big Brothers Big Sisters is respectfully requesting an amendment to House Bill 166 which would provide $1 million/year funding in the FY 20/21 biennial budget. This request has precedent as Big Brothers Big Sisters has received funding since the FY 13/14 operating budget. Those funds have been efficiently and promptly invested throughout our State to make and provide support for 1,853 mentoring relationships. 

In addition to our community-based mentoring program, Ohio Big Brothers Big Sisters agencies operate one-to-one school-based mentoring programs in which volunteers from the community mentor youth at school on an ongoing basis. Since these programs are school-based in nature, they are built upon close partnerships between Big Brothers Big Sisters and local schools. We are very grateful that Governor DeWine’s budget recognizes the critical nature of these partnerships in providing quality mentoring to school children throughout our State.

For our State’s investments in youth to return the long-term positive outcomes that are critical to Ohio’s future, it is essential to provide a continuum of support from birth through early 20s, especially for children who have experienced trauma in their lives. We are eager to work with the Administration and the 133rd General Assembly to provide our ongoing, coordinated, transformational support to more of Ohio’s youth as they move from early childhood through the next stages of their growth.

Please stand with us to Defend the Potential of our youth for the future of our great State. 

