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Testimony in support of increased 2020-2021 budget allocation for each County APS


My name is Phyllis Carlson-Riehm and I represent ACTION OHIO Coalition For Battered Women, a statewide domestic violence coalition. Although our focus is on domestic violence, the scope of our work includes other forms of violence and victimization, including elder abuse. 

According to the National Council on Aging, “Approximately 1 in 10 Americans aged 60+ have experienced some form of elder abuse.” Elder abuse may include physical abuse, sexual abuse, emotional abuse, confinement (restraining or isolation), passive neglect, willful deprivation and financial exploitation.

Many cases of elder abuse are never uncovered or reported to authorities for a variety of reasons. Services for elder abuse may be lacking. The elder or others in the community are unaware of sources of support and victim services. The elders may feel embarrassed for being taken advantage of. The abusers may be loved ones, caring for the elder, and the elder prefers to remain silent about the crime to protect his or her loved one/family member.

Elder abuse victims have a 300% higher risk of death when compared to those who have not been mistreated. (NCOA) Effects of elder abuse include impacts on an elder’s physical, mental and emotional health. In addition, financial abuse or exploitation is all too common and can destroy an elder’s credit and result in his or her losing the ability to maintain basic human needs. Elder abuse victims may have to rely on Medicaid and/or be admitted to a hospital or nursing home, boosting the human toll and financial costs to society.

Although there are over 60 domestic violence shelters in Ohio, those agencies typically limit their services to intimate partner violence and may not be equipped to serve an elder with special needs. Ohio has only one elder abuse shelter, The Shalom Center, which has a limited capacity even for its local community. 

Consequently, the most significant resource for elder abuse victims in Ohio is Adult Protective Services within County Departments of Job and Family Services. Currently, GRF dollars for each County APS totals about $30,000 per year. And in view of the state’s demographics, the current level of funding for APS is insufficient to ensure adequate staffing and services for the growing need of our aging population. “An estimated 100,000 or more cases of elder abuse and neglect occur each year, with only a fraction reported to APS.” (Ohio Coalition for Adult Protective Services) But that fraction is growing bigger and bigger, posing a challenge to counties to meet that growing need.

I urge legislators to allocate $10 million per year of the 2020-2021 State Budget to the APS line item. That will provide a modest financial base ($65,000) to ensure at least one full-time APS worker per county and a small amount of dollars for support services. This reasonable recommendation has been proposed by the Ohio Coalition for Adult Protective Services. Their members represent County APS Workers, who are on the front lines of elder abuse in their local communities. They have direct contact with victims in those communities and know how to meet their needs, given adequate resources.

All counties in Ohio are not equal in terms of population size and income levels. In counties with a large population and higher income levels, there may be local or county levies to support elder abuse services, but that leaves the majority of Ohio counties with a dependence on GRF dollars to provide the most basic safety net for elder abuse victims. In Ohio counties with a small population base and low income levels, a Department of Job and Family Services may have to resort to assigning a case worker to serve as a Child Protective Services Worker half time and an APS Worker the other half. An elder’s zipcode should not determine whether or not an elder abuse victim in Ohio can obtain needed services and support. Increasing the APS line item will help remedy the growing need for elder abuse services throughout Ohio.

Thank you for the opportunity to share this information and express our support for funding APS to meet the growing need for services for elder abuse victims in Ohio.
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