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Good morning Representative Romanchuk and members of the Finance Subcommittee on Health and Human Services;
My name is Gloria Aron as a member of NOBLE I am here today to speak about Medicaid and Ohio’s revenue challenges.
Although I am not on Medicaid my two great granddaughters are.  Aria’s mom will graduate from college in June to be an ultrasound tech in an Ohio hospital by fall with her own health insurance.  Bailees mom was a heroin addict until she found out she was pregnant and went into treatment, she has been clean for two years working hard to accomplish goals she has set for herself.  Both Little ones are doing great.
My story is successful and happy partly due to the CHIP program and having access to drug treatment programs.  However, for far too many their stories are not.  Our state continues to have high poverty levels and we rank 2nd in the country for drug overdose deaths.  Medicaid Expansion funds the largest share of drug treatment programs plus healthcare for other single Ohioans and it brings over $4 billion in Federal funds.  In all Medicaid provides health care insurance to about 3 million Ohioans who live near or at poverty.  
We know Ohio must have a balanced budget passed by June and understand that this not an easy task.  To have a healthy and safe Ohio we then must find adequate funding for all needed Health and Human Services.  We urge you to carefully review all current tax cuts.  In the 2018-19 budget there were 129 cuts that totaled more than $9 billion a year in tax breaks, totaling more than what was spent on Medicaid.  NOBLE is seeking fairness, we all pay taxes and everyone including corporations should pay their fair share.  Today families earning the lowest wages are paying an average of 12.3% while the wealthiest pay only 6.5%.  NOBLE suggests creative ways of increasing revenue including, closing the LLC loophole.  In addition, the state should strengthen the Earned Income Tax Credit by making it refundable.  I thank you for your time and consideration.
