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Good morning Representative Romanchuk and members of the Finance Subcommittee on Health and Human Services, first and foremost I would like to thank you for the opportunity to provide comments today. My name is Ramona Turnbull and I am a member of the End Poverty Now Coalition as well as NOBLE (Northern Ohioans for Budget Legislation Equality). Both organizations focus on various issues of poverty in Northeast Ohio. 

In regard to public transportation, I have had a problem with public transportation since I was younger, as a teenager depending on the Number 15 Bus to go from Corlett Avenue, to the Downtown area. It would be anywhere from an hour to an hour and a half just waiting for the bus. Once I would get downtown, I just stayed because it took so long to get there and I would just have to make a day of it. 

At this point now, if I didn’t have a disability pass, I wouldn’t be able to afford the transportation cost on a daily, weekly, or monthly basis. I have to work, but I have problems keeping up with transportation to and from work. There was one day I went to a church for a food giveaway, and I waited for an hour for a bus and continued to wait. I had a grocery bag and a cart full of groceries. As I continued to wait for the bus, a man passed by. He asked if I was waiting for a bus. I told him that I was, and he informed me that no busses run on Saturday. I had no idea that the #16 Bus did not run on Saturday. As big as Cleveland is, there should be a much better method of communication for the people who take public transportation, to know when the routes are being changed or cut. I was not sure which busses were running or when. I know that there are many other people in Cleveland who feel this way. 

I will be 60 years old this year, and there is very limited access to bus passes for people in my situation. Most of the places that I go are too far to walk. I depend on public transportation. I ask that you consider adequately funding public transportation now and for the future.  I understand that the legislature has intentions of funding public transportation at $70 million per year in general revenue funds, I ask however, that you increase this number to $150 million which was recommended in a 2015 ODOT study.  It is important to remember that Ohio is stronger when transportation is affordable and accessible. Thank you for your time and consideration. 


