Benton-Carroll-Salem



[image: image1.png]


School District
  
www.bcssd.com
                             Board of Education Office
                                                           11685 W. State Route 163

  Oak Harbor, OH  43449

Phone: (419) 898-6210


Testimony before the Ohio House of Representatives

Subcommittee on Education Finance
April 10, 2019
Good afternoon.  My name is Guy Parmigian and I am the proud superintendent of the Benton-Carroll-Salem School District in Ottawa County—Home of the Oak Harbor Rockets.  We serve 1,500 students in three buildings situated in the Village of Oak Harbor.  Despite a plethora of challenges, our students and teachers have consistently performed in the 10% in the state based on state report card measures.  

Our school district is also home to the Davis-Besse Nuclear Power Station, one of Ohio’s two nuclear power plants.  Last year, we experienced a catastrophic financial hit when this plant was de-valued by the Ohio Department of Taxation.  Legally we were unable to challenge this de-valuation and as a school district we were left to pick up the pieces.

As you can imagine, this financial loss created much anxiety and fear among staff and families.  Yet, we were determined to persevere.  In May 2018, our taxpayers passed a new property tax to help make up just a portion of the shortfall.  These were the first new tax dollars passed by our voters in 18 years!  Additionally, we have also been on the ballot twice asking for voters to approve a 1% earned income tax.  This issue has failed twice since May 2018, and is on the ballot again in May 2019.   We currently have so many people working so very hard to get this earned income tax passed to ensure that we continue as a strong school district.  Due to this shortfall in operating funds, the Board had to hold off on asking for a bond issue to replace our 108 year old middle school building.  

If this wasn’t enough financial turmoil to deal with, we are also dealing with the phase out of a Public Utility Tangible Personal Property (PUTPP) Reimbursement payment from the state as a result of Senate Bill 208.

When you take the de-valuation of Davis-Besse together with the phase out of PUTPP, the bottom line is this: Between FY 17 and FY 19 we lost $4.4 Million, or 26% of our annual budget!
We have and will continue to be fiscally conservative in our approach to spending tax payer dollars.  We also know we will have to have our local taxpayers pay more to support district operations.  But we also need your help!  

So today, on behalf of the students, families, and taxpayers of Benton-Carroll-Salem Schools, I am pleading and ask for your support to freeze the phase-out of the PUTPP payment at FY 17 levels.  We thank Governor DeWine and our own state representative, Steve Arndt, for their recognition of urgency of this issue.  I think it is also important to point out that this language also passed BOTH the House and Senate during the last budget and was ultimately vetoed by Governor Kasich.   I thank you for your consideration and for all that you do for the students and families of our great state.   I am happy to take any questions you may have.
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