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HB 166
Good afternoon Chairman Cupp, Chairman Patterson, Rep. Blessing, Rep. Hambley and Rep. Crawley. My name is Larry Keough. I am an associate director of the Catholic Conference of Ohio and legislative advocate for 374 schools educating more than 114,000 students. 

Following are our budgetary and policy recommendations: 

Administrative Cost Reimbursement and Auxiliary Services  --Increase “basic state aid” for students in Catholic and other chartered nonpublic schools by the same percentage as “state basic aid” for public school students (parity principle) based on the Governor’s Budget, or the Fair School Funding Plan. The Governor’s Budget provides a 3.7 percent increase in GRF200 550 Foundation Funding for FY 2020 and no increase in 2021. However, there are targeted funds in the foundation line items (GRF 200 550 and 200612) that provide districts with wellness subsidies on a per pupil basis. Students enrolled in chartered nonpublic schools should also receive such services as mental health counseling, wrap-around services, physical health care, after-school programs and mentoring programs as needed.  

The parity principle also should be applied for the Fair School Funding Plan, which would increase funding for 510 of 610 districts. 

School Choice – We support all five of Ohio’s state sponsored scholarship Programs—Cleveland Scholarship Program, Ed Choice, Ed Choice Expansion, Jon Peterson Special Needs Scholarship Program and the Autism Scholarship Program. We are pleased the Governor’s budget provides additional funding over the biennium for sixth and seventh grades to participate in the Ed Choice Expansion Program. 
We recommend the following:

--Increase the scholarship amounts in both Ed Choice and Ed Choice Expansion to $6,000 for K-8 students and $7,500 for high school students;

---Allow eighth grade students enrolled in chartered nonpublic schools who currently are not receiving Ec Choice scholarships to apply for these scholarships beginning in the 2019-2020 school year.  
Alternative Assessments for K-8 Scholarship Students – Allow Catholic and other chartered nonpublic schools to administer alternative assessment in lieu of state tests to students on state-sponsored scholarships.   

Pupil Transportation –  Current law dating back to 1967 requires boards of education to provide transportation to and from school for resident pupils in chartered nonpublic schools, grades K-8.  The Fair School Funding Plan has recommended that public school districts would no longer be required to transport our students beyond district boundaries or when public schools are not in session.  Request: maintain current law to protect the bus-transportation rights for our students. 

College Credit Plus (CCP)—Current law states that secondary schools are responsible for providing textbooks to students who are participating in CCP. Request: replace this arrangement with cost-sharing involving families whose household income is over 200 percent of poverty, secondary schools, and universities and colleges. 

Early Childhood – Support the Governor’s budget proposal for more than $99 million for Ohio’s child care system. This plan includes Catholic and other programs that are designated as publicly funded child care. 

Special Needs – Increase the category of multi-handicapped/orthopedic impairment  from $23,400 to $27,000. Allow chartered nonpublic schools, in consultation with parents, to develop a written plan to excuse students from a state assessment or alternative assessment when the assessment does not accurately assess the student’s academic performance. 

Thank you. At this time, I would be pleased to answer any questions. 

