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Co-chairs Cupp and Patterson, members of the House Finance Subcommittee on Primary and Secondary Education thank you for allowing me the opportunity to speak today. My name is Cajon Keeton and I am the proud Treasurer of the B-C-S School District , home of the Davis-Besse Nuclear Power Facility. 

I am here today to plead with you in regards to the language that was inserted into the Executive Budget. The freeze of the Public Utility Tangible Personal Property Tax is something our district must have to survive. With the massive devaluation that we have already had occurred, threat of plant closure, and a continuing phase-out of the PUTPP our school district is at a loss to say the least. 
State policy advisors, Ohio Department of Education Officials, and State Representatives have all agreed that our school district loss in terms of just devaluation was the largest (percentage-based) loss to a single school district in the history of Ohio School Funding. This was again just one of our three potential losses. 

Our community understands that they must step up and pay more. They have already begun this process. We are asking our community to double what they are currently paying to the schools. If we are unable to get a freeze to PUTPP we will also be forced to go out to the taxpayers for an additional mil per year for 15 years. This is what we are trying to avoid. 

We have seen a great benefit from Davis Besse over the past 40 years, so has the State of Ohio. It is estimated that the State of Ohio has saved $60-$100 million in not having to fund our school district, as the First Energy was causing our capacity to increase. These figures do not include Perry Local Schools, whom also support this very important language. I would like to point out that the General Assembly has agreed to this same budgetary language 2 biennium budgets ago, ultimately this was vetoed by Governor Kasich at the time. 

I again thank you all for the opportunity to speak and I would be delighted to take any questions. 
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