Co-Chairs Cupp and Patterson:
I am Darren Jenkins and I serve as the superintendent of the Bellaire Local School District in Belmont County.  I have been with the school district since 2014.  On behalf our students and staff, Thank You for permitting me to speak today.
First, and I must emphasize this point, I want to commend the work of the study group and ALL those persons involved in what has become commonly known as the Cupp-Patterson School Funding Plan.  The document reflects the hard work of a great many who truly care about funding this State’s school districts in a way based on a true formula.  Furthermore, we can explain the contents of that formula in a manner that is understandable.  This bipartisan effort is a true commitment on the part of public servants to provide leadership and statesmanship.  Ohioans should be proud of this process.  This is a process those in Washington should aspire too.  As a 32-year educator, a 20-year superintendent and a former American History/Government teacher, this effort makes me proud.  It is what government should do!
 Today, I am here to discuss with you where Bellaire Schools have been, where we are going and the effect this bill (in its present form) will have on meeting our future goals.  In December, 2009 Bellaire Local Schools entered ‘Fiscal Emergency’ status as determined by the Ohio Department of Education and Ohio Auditor of State.  In fact, the situation was so dire the district went directly from ‘Fiscal Watch’ status to ‘Fiscal Emergency’ (skipping Fiscal Warning) because the district was in danger of not being able to make its second December payroll.  It took special efforts on behalf of ODE and the Auditor’s Office to have funds released from the State Controlling Board in the form of State Solvency loans for district operations.  The Bellaire District remained in Fiscal Emergency from 2009 until April, 2017.  During that time Bellaire downsized by $5.4 million from then a $13 million budget (today, $15 million).  This reduction involved 38 teaching, 19 classified, and 5 administrative positions, and we paid back $6.5 million in state solvency loans.  During this time the voters of Bellaire approved a 3.0 mill Permanent Improvement Levy to help pay for instructional materials/text books, general property maintenance and school buses.  After ten attempts, the voters approved a 2.5 mill Emergency Operating Levy in May 2017.  This was the first levy passed for general operating expenses in Bellaire in 41 years!
Today, Bellaire is a very different district than it was in 2009.  We have lost programs and services that we need to provide students; have become more efficient but lost students in the process.  Today, I am here on behalf of our students and staff because the projections associated with this funding formula show us to be ‘Flat Funded’ into the future.  Again, allow me to emphasize two mission critical points, which are:  First, that I support the Cupp-Patterson process and the hard, time consuming work of ALL those involved.  Second, no one in Bellaire wishes to return to the days of being under the control of an appointed Fiscal State Oversight Commission—No one, not the Board of Education, the community, the staff nor administration.
However, we still are a district with many needs.  Chief among them is rebuilding an academic program which was placed in survival mode in 2009.  Examples include:
· Early Childhood and School Readiness- Our children many times, because of our demographics, do not come to school ready to learn. While we do offer preschool special education and ECE preschool classrooms in our elementary building, but we still have children with early childhood needs which go unfilled.
· Special Education- Bellaire has a special needs population of nearly 20%.  We also have another large group of students in what the state has grouped into ‘the lowest 20%’.  Each of these groups are in need of interventions and specialized instruction in order for them to be successful.
· Social Emotional Learning and Trauma Informed Care- Bellaire has more and more children entering our buildings who have been exposed to trauma and are in need of social emotional supports. Experts and research both suggest that unless these needs are successfully addressed, then a student’s academic achievement and social emotional development will be dramatically adversely affected.  The traditional social supports, like family and church, which were in place when many of us were growing up, no longer exist for many children today. 
· Curriculum to support 21st Century learning and careers- I often tell our community that as children enter our kindergarten we will be preparing them through their educational journey with us for a world and careers which have not yet been invented.  If order to do the unimaginable, we need an agile and flexible curriculum in order to respond to change quickly.  This takes resources to accomplish.
Additionally,
· Bellaire still must transport its children on a safe modern fleet of buses.  The replacement of a school bus is an $90-$100,000.00 expenditure/bus.
· We must still maintain our buildings and grounds.  In the same way your home repair bills increase the older your home becomes, the cost of maintaining our facilities increases with age.  In addition, older buildings do not have the same safety designs as new facilities.  We are then faced with the need to retro-fit our buildings to make them safer for our students and staff.
In closing, I have outlined the needs facing Bellaire as we attempt to move forward.  I am not claiming Bellaire is especially unique in this regard.  However, what I am suggesting is that with ‘flat funded’ state aide our mission will become much more difficult.
Finally, I would, once again, like to ‘Thank You’ for allowing me the opportunity to tell the Bellaire story.  Our motto is: ‘Spirit, Pride and Tradition’.  I assure you it is alive and well in the Bellaire Local Schools TODAY! 
Thank you for your willingness to address this critical issue on behalf of the children of Bellaire and Ohio.
