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State Representative Derek Merrin
District 47
House Bill 77 – Sponsor Testimony
Transportation Committee 
April 30, 2019
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Chairman Green, Vice-Chair McClain, Ranking Member Sheehy, and Transportation & Public Safety Committee Members thank you for the opportunity to present testimony on the Legalize Window Tinting Act. The legislation allows Ohioans to reasonably tint their font driver-side windows by aligning Ohio’s regulations with the majority of states. It strikes a proven balance enabling vehicle owners to benefit from window tinting, but still allowing law enforcement the ability to see inside vehicles. 
In 1988, the legislature delegated its authority to the Department of Public Safety to enact window-tinting regulations. The state bureaucracy enacted a rule effectively making it illegal to tint front driver-side windows. The rule mandates a 50% light transmittance level. There are virtually no benefits to tinting-windows at that level.
House Bill 77 takes the rule-making authority away from unelected state bureaucrats, and puts the General Assembly back in charge. The legislation allows 30% light transmittance for front driver-side windows. There are 32 states allowing front driver-side window tinting between 20%-35% light transmittance, including our bordering states of Indiana, Kentucky, and West Virginia. Let me take a moment to highlight the benefits of window tinting and how House Bill 77 solves several issues: 
             
[bookmark: _GoBack]          Key Points & Benefits of Tinting 

· Tinting plays a critical role in deterring vehicle breaks-ins. When thieves have a clear view of GPS devices, phones, chargers, tablets, sunglasses, and valuables it increases the risk of theft. 

· Tinting can decrease exposure to sun and making the driving experience safer, easier, and more enjoyable.

· Tinting provides a basic level of privacy and security for individuals. 

· Tinting can improve the ascetics of a vehicle. Most vehicle owners desire their windows to be uniformly tinted. Many Ohio vehicles have their backseat side windows tinted and front driver-side windows clear (to comply with law), which produces a poor appearance.

· The bill will likely result in fewer window-tinting citations by law enforcement, thus reducing the burden on our local courts.   

· The bill will benefit car dealerships that buy/trade-in vehicles having legal-window tinting from others states, but are not legal in Ohio. It is illegal to sell vehicles with illegal tint, which puts car dealers in a tough position. 

· The bill creates a more welcoming environment for new Ohio residents that register vehicles with legal tint from their previous states, but are not legal in Ohio. New residents must pay to remove their vehicle tint or risk a citation. 

Ohio’s restrictive window tinting regulation negatively affects individual liberty, vehicle break-ins, car dealerships, tinting businesses, and many new residents registering vehicles in Ohio. It is time Ohio enact fair and reasonable window tinting laws that align with the majority of other states. At this time, I would like to direct the committee’s attention to our visual display that shows differing levels of tint/light transmittance that helps to better illustrate this issue.  I look forward to answering any questions. 
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