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Chairman Green, Vice-Chair McClain, Ranking Member Sheehy, and Transportation & Public Safety Committee Members, thank you for the opportunity to present testimony on the Legalize Window Tinting Act. My name is Nathan Stanton, and I am the owner of Buckeye Tint LLC in Grove City, Ohio. I strongly support House Bill 77. This bill will enable me to provide a service and product that many Ohioans request. Unfortunately, the current law restricts Ohioans from having a reasonable level of tint on their front-driver side windows. 
This is unacceptable and unfair to Ohioans. By only allowing a 50% light transmittance on front driver-side windows, it effectively makes tinting illegal in Ohio. Our state law should align with the majority of other states that provide the freedom to tint windows. From health to security concerns, there are many reasons Ohioans tint their windows. It is time that Ohio recognize these reasons and adjust the law to accommodate for these legitimate purposes. 
Your constituents overwhelmingly request 20%/15% light transmittance.  This is the level of tint that matches factory tint on most trucks, vans, and suvs.  While I understand that you probably wouldn’t allow that much tint by law at this point, 30% will at least give the customer an option that looks and performs close to that of which they really desire.  This change in law would bring many more customers to the tint industry.  People want the protection, performance, and cosmetic effect of window tint. Currently, many people do not believe it is worth the hassle to simply tint your vehicle at a 50% light transmittance level, as you miss the true advantage of tinting your vehicle’s windows. The heat rejection goes up substantially as you get darker. Privacy is another huge concern; a light transmittance level of 30% would provide much better privacy than 50% would. It goes without saying that, light rejection is much better the darker you go. As LED headlights become more popular, darker windows will help reduce the glare at night. This makes for safer roadways.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]I understand the position of law enforcement regarding their safety as they approach a vehicle on a traffic stop. I believe that 30% still provides plenty of vision for the officer, as well as meet the needs/desires of your constituents. I will add that, I have tinted many police officers personal vehicles and almost every one of them wanted 5% on their vehicle.  They want the privacy and protection on their own vehicle, with justifiable reason.
I thank the committee for this opportunity and I am able to answer any questions at this time.

Sincerely,

Nathan Stanton, member
Buckeye Tint LLC



