Ohio House Committee on Transportation and Public Safety
Tuesday, June 25, 2019

Dear Esteemed Committee Members:
The family of Robert E. Turney are honored to have the privilege of advocating for the naming of a segment of U. S. Route 36 in Tuscarawas County after our father. We reached out to Representative Brett Hillyer of Ohio’s 98th House District in January of 2019 to request that he sponsor a bill that would name the portion of U.S. Route 36 along Riverside Park in Tuscarawas County after Mr. Turney. 
Robert Turney was born on July 15, 1919 and raised in Tuscarawas County. He served his country with distinction in the United States Army during World War II. He was awarded the Silver Star for his heroic actions in the North Africa campaign in 1943. During the Battle of Kasserine Pass he emptied his weapon in an effort to hold off a Germany advance and stayed behind with a wounded soldier while others fled. This resulted in their capture. They were only held a few days when incredibly they were left behind when the Germans had to make a quick exit. This was not the usual fate for Americans captured during this time. Later in 1943, Sergeant Turney took part in the Invasion of Sicily. He narrowly escaped death when wounded by mortar fragments to his chest and arms. For this he was awarded the Purple Heart. Seldom did he talk about the war, but when you would see him shirtless the deep, penetrating scars were a vivid reminder of his war experience. He suffered permanent tendon damage to his one arm rendering the last two fingers on one hand useless.  
After his discharge from the Army in 1945, he purchased a home in a hamlet called Riverside Park just off U.S. Route 36 in Tuscarawas County between Uhrichsville and Gnadenhutten. He and our mother raised two sons in that modest home. The eldest son is a decorated Vietnam veteran. They lived there together until our mother’s death in May of 1980. 
Mr. Turney worked for the Ohio Department of Transportation – Eastern Ohio District 11 in New Philadelphia, Ohio from 1945 until his retirement in 1978. He witnessed the expanding highway system, installed signage; plowed snow covered roads, and proudly painted thousands of miles of center and edge lines. Sundays were often spent driving the highways he recently painted so he could proudly display his mastery of the asphalt. He loved Ohio highways and carried several maps of Ohio in the trunk of the car so he could hand them out to family and friends. 
Robert Turney was a quiet, understated man. He did not spend his time reliving his war experiences or dwelling on past struggles and hardships. He was a man that looked and pushed forward like so many of his generation that created the post war America that we inherited. A generation that is quickly fading away from the memories of too many Americans.
Robert E. Turney was a genuine war hero, dedicated Ohio public employee and loved Ohio highways. He realized that his service and sacrifice was worth it so he and others could enjoy the open road of freedom. We know that most highway dedications honor the fallen but this highway would honor a man and a generation that kept the promise for those who could not return. Please honor him by supporting Ohio House Bill 284 that would designate the portion of U.S. Route 36 along Riverside Park in Tuscarawas County as Robert E. Turney Memorial Highway.
Respectfully,

Gene Turney
Gene Turney

On behalf of the Family of Robert E. Turney
