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Chairman Green, Vice Chairman McClain, Ranking Member Sheehy, and members of the House

Transportation and Public Safety Committee, I am Sharon Montgomery and I am here again in my

quest for enhanced traffic safety.  

I realize the main goal of HB 372 is to reduce the burden on drivers and deputy registrar staff by

allowing some drivers to renew their licenses less often.  On the surface, this seems like a great idea.

When I read the bill, I was impressed with how well-thought-out it seemed to be, providing exceptions where the eight-year option might not be in the public’s or the driver’s best interest.  Then at sponsor testimony, some of you brought up some additional issues, such as the vision test.  Having one’s vision

screened only every eight years could become a safety problem.

There is another potential safety problem which doesn’t yet exist so you and the sponsor wouldn’t have thought about it.

In 2014, a bill was introduced that unfortunately went nowhere.  That bill would have required the BMV to create a plain-language summary of the last four years of traffic law changes.  The summary

would have to be updated quarterly and given to each driver when he or she applies to renew his or

her driver’s license.

If you haven’t already noticed, the next time you drive on a rainy day, observe how many cars have

wipers on but not lights.  Not all traffic law changes are reported by the media, and not all drivers

see or hear it when it is reported.

I refer to this as a “potential” safety problem because I don’t know yet if this idea will be resurrected.  

I spoke to DPS Dir. Stickrath about it in October and he liked the idea and sent it to the State Registrar, Charles Norman, as well as to DPS’s legislative liaison.

I am waiting for a return call from Mr. Norman’s office.  I am hoping he also likes this idea and will

take steps to implement it.  If it is implemented, the eight-year period for renewal will erase much of

the safety benefit from this idea.

I am due to renew next March so it’s been a while since I’ve applied.  I’m told that the current process involves reading and/or signing something online while you wait.  This would be a perfect way to provide the summary in a way that gives a little more assurance that applicants will actually read it.

It could also save on printing costs.  If the summary were only provided on paper, not only would costs increase, but there would be no assurance drivers wouldn’t just stick it in a pocket or purse and throw it away when they got home.  

Providing the summary online could be done in a way that shows only one change on the screen at a time, making it quicker and easier to read, and thus more likely to be read.  Perhaps even a time delay could be built into it so the next item couldn’t even be displayed right away.  If drivers had to wait

for the next item anyway, it seems like curiosity would lead many of them to fill that time by reading it.

Probably many drivers would be encouraged to read it out of honesty, if they had to sign online that they had read the summary.

For drivers who want help in remembering all the changes, an optional paper copy could be provided, also.

I hope that you and the sponsor are willing to put this bill on pause until we find out more about the possible law change summary.   

Thank you for the careful consideration you’ve been giving this bill and for hearing my thoughts.

I’m happy to answer any questions.
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