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June 22, 2020 
Senator Andy Brenner 
 
RE:  DOPR funding 
 
Dear Senator Andy Brenner: 
 
My name is Val Davis.  I am a retired public school administrator with over 35 years of 
education experience.  I am currently the virtual lab administrator at Clermont County Juvenile 
Court.   
 
I work on a daily basis with teenagers who struggle with education due to a variety of reasons 
such as substance abuse, either personally or in their homes, victims of crimes and sexual abuse, 
public school bullying, and different learning styles.  I also see teens who simply made a couple 
of bad decisions that have landed them in the court system and they now feel stigmatized about 
returning to public schools or they have fallen behind their peers and do not want to go back to a 
public school and be with younger classmates. 
 
Greater Ohio Virtual School, (GOVS)a DOPR institution, has been a lifesaver for several of 
these students.  In the last three years, we have had eighteen students who have attended GOVS 
and earned their high school diploma.  I can say with almost certainty that none of these students 
would have earned a diploma if they had not had this educational opportunity.  Following are 
some of their stories. 
 
“A” was 16, got in with the wrong crowd and ended up being arrested and put on probation.  She 
refused to go to public school due to the stigma.  She became truant and fell behind.  She then 
became pregnant and now had a child to take care of.  Once we got her enrolled in GOVS, she 
was able to work at her own pace, hold down a full-time job and earn her credits and graduate.  
She now is self-supporting with a meaningful job and on her way to a productive life.  She still 
thanks me and GOVS for the opportunity to better herself. 
 
“M” knew how to drywall and do interior construction having grown up around it.  He also 
managed to get involved in drugs and ended up in detention and then on probation.  He fell 
behind and decided he was not going to public school.   We got him enrolled in GOVS and it 
really built his confidence.  He managed to graduate, get off probation and found an paying job in 
the construction business. 
 
“H” was into drugs and had a boyfriend that encouraged her to not to go to school.  Truancy and 
drug charges put her into our court system.  We got her enrolled in GOVS.  She thrived in this 
program, changed her life around, graduated, found a productive boyfriend and is currently 
employed and a productive member of society. 
 



CLERMONT COUNTY JUVENILE COURT 
JUDGE JAMES A. SHRIVER 

COMMUNITY CONTROL DEPARTMENT 
2339 CLERMONT CENTER DRIVE 

BATAVIA, OHIO 45103 
Phone: (513) 732-8001         Fax: (513) 732-7622 

 
G:\133RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY\EDUCATION COMMITTEE\TESTIMONY\6.24.20\CLERMONTCOUNTYJUVENILECOURTLETTER.DOC 
Updated on: 6-6-03 

“E” basically quit going to school in the 7th grade.  She was on an IEP and said the kids told her  
 
she was stupid.  No one in her family for two generations had graduated.  We had her in the 
truancy program and got her enrolled in GOVS.  They provide tutors and special education 
teachers.  She came to me with .250 credits in high school.  She wanted to better herself but had 
no support from home and she was not going to a public school.  She worked 8-9 hours a day on 
GOVS.  She worked with a tutor and with an intervention specialist.  She completed her 
freshman and sophomore credits, got accepted into a local vocational school and is one of the top 
members of her class.  She will graduate next year with her EMT certification.  She is also active 
in JROTC.  She is set on breaking the cycle in her family because she felt like “GOVS actually 
cares if you are successful or not.  They care way more than (her public school) did.” 
 
These are just a few of the personal stories in detail.   With GOVS as their background for 
education, we have had a few teens go on to trade schools and community college.  We have had 
several pregnant or teen parents get their diploma and be able to find a job with an income 
sufficient to support themselves.  For younger students, GOVS has helped some of our students 
get the credits needed to get into vocational school where they have become very successful.  We 
also have had some students enroll in GOVS because they would not go to regular schools 
because of social awkwardness or they just couldn’t learn in the traditional setting.  These 
students also are being successful. 
 
GOVS, a DOPR school, offers one on one and group tutoring.  Yes, it is somewhat of an added 
expense, but it is invaluable to some of these students.  GOVS offers a specific population of 
children the opportunity to build confidence, learn, and be successful in their education which 
can help them become successful, productive, and self-supporting citizens of Ohio.  Many, if not 
most, of these teens would become drop-outs and very possibly land in the adult population of 
the unemployed and need to be supported by the system or worse, in the prison population. An 
investment is schools like GOVS is a much better way to spend state money than having to 
support them for the rest of their lives. 
 
GOVS and other DOPR schools make Ohio students graduates and not drop-outs.  Education is 
always saying no child left behind and differentiation to various learning styles is a huge part of 
the teaching environment. These schools make a huge difference in individual lives and in our 
society.  We deal with a cohort that is often left behind.  DOPR schools like GOVS helps this 
population be successful. 
 
Please adjust the funding immediately so that DOPR schools like GOVS do not have to close.  
Even one year of non-existence puts a large number of students at a higher risk than they already 
are.  They provide a valuable educational opportunity to a population of students who otherwise 
might slip through the cracks.   
 
Sincerely, 
Val Davis 
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Clermont County Virtual Lab Administrator 
Clermont County Juvenile Court Probation and Truancy 
 


