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Vice Chair Terhar, Ranking Member Fedor and members of the Senate Education Committee, thank you for hearing Sponsor Testimony on Senate Bill 102, which would establish a Dyslexia Screening Program in public schools. 
According to the International Dyslexia Association, one in five students has a language-based learning disability. This student population is a vulnerable one, and early diagnosis could be the difference in a child’s future. Statistics over the last several years from the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development report that the national high school drop-out rate of dyslexics can be as high as 35%, and that 85% of juvenile offenders have reading disabilities.

This is why we have introduced Senate Bill 102, which would require universal kindergarten dyslexia screening in Ohio public schools.
This legislation builds on House Bill 96, a bill I sponsored in the 129th General Assembly that created the Dyslexia Pilot Project. Eight school districts participated, providing early screening and intervention services for kindergarteners with risk factors for dyslexia over three school years. The results were overwhelmingly positive for students and school districts. The final report issued in 2016 from the Department of Education described three major findings as a result of the Pilot. First, it found that students who participated in the Pilot Project showed a marked reduction in risk of reading failure in kindergarten, first and second grade. Second, it showed that schools were able to adapt over the course of the three-year Dyslexia Pilot Project not only to universally screen kindergarteners, but match them to early interventions that met their needs. Finally, the report found schools participating in the Dyslexia Pilot Project decreased  the amount of students with educational disabilities all three years of the project and remained lower than the baseline in the follow-up year. 

Senate Bill 102 requires, like the Pilot, that all public schools must test students at the age of six years or younger for indicators of dyslexia and if a student is suspected of having dyslexia, the school must notify the parents or guardians of the test results and the intervention options available to the student.
 The school must also provide information about the learning disability to the parents or guardians of the student as well as reading intervention services for students suspected of having dyslexia with the consent of the parents or guardians. A school must administer continued assessments approved by the State Superintendent to determine whether the intervention services improve those students’ reading and learning abilities as well as submit a report annually to the State Superintendent about the operation and results of the program. 
Additionally, the State Superintendent must submit a report to the General Assembly and  establish guidelines and procedures for the program in consultation with the International Dyslexia Association or any other nationally recognized organization that specializes in dyslexia. 

Based on our own data we know that dyslexia screening in kindergarten needs is cost-effective not only in terms of reducing the need for special education services, but more importantly, for ensuring that each student achieves proficiency in literacy and are equipped for future success.
Thank you and we are happy to take any questions you may have. 
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