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 HB401 appears to be an uncontroversial piece of legislation until it is viewed in light of the history of renewable-energy legislation. 

All energy legislation lies in the shadow of HB6, which was enacted earlier this session and made nuclear energy and coal  winners and wind and solar losers.

Nuclear and coal are twentieth century technologies; wind and solar are twenty-first century technologies.

Nuclear energy and coal are expensive; wind and solar are cheap.

HB6 is the poster child for the axiom that Government cannot pick winners and losers.

We introduced HB6 into this testimony because it Is just the latest bill in a campaign to prevent wind power in Ohio. The campaign dates back to at least 2012. Today is the fourteenth time that we have testified against bills that have been introduced with the objective of throwing roadblocks in the path of renewable energy.  The roadblocks have been so successful that Ohio rates 49th among the states for renewable energy.
We oppose HB401; it only adds another layer of bureaucracy to the approval process for wind farms. 
Thank you for your attention. I will be happy to answer your questions.
[image: image2.jpg]The League of Women Voters of Ohio, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages
informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major
public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.




