February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m proud of our area’s heritage. But, as you know, it’s a tough time for agriculture and Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said this is about local control. It isn’t. It’s about letting the mob tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, but I DO support wind energy and would welcome a project to our area. This could only potentially be made possible though if this bill is NOT passed.

I know you have a tough and thankless job and I thank you for your service. I know you have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I’m here to tell you that allowing farmers to harvest the wind is good for farmers, farm communities, and our entire state.

Please stand with us and vote no on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,


Melissa Morrell

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  












February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m proud of our area’s heritage. But, as you know, it’s a tough time for agriculture and Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said this is about local control. It isn’t. It’s about letting the mob tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, but I DO support wind energy and would welcome a project to our area. This could only potentially be made possible though if this bill is NOT passed.

I know you have a tough and thankless job and I thank you for your service. I know you have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I’m here to tell you that allowing farmers to harvest the wind is good for farmers, farm communities, and our entire state.

Please stand with us and vote no on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,


Melvin Meyers

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  







February 6, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,
Merle Richman

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  






February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m proud of our area’s heritage. But, as you know, it’s a tough time for agriculture and Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said this is about local control. It isn’t. It’s about letting the mob tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, but I DO support wind energy and would welcome a project to our area. This could only potentially be made possible though if this bill is NOT passed.

I know you have a tough and thankless job and I thank you for your service. I know you have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I’m here to tell you that allowing farmers to harvest the wind is good for farmers, farm communities, and our entire state.

Please stand with us and vote no on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,


Mervin Wilhelm

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  










February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Michael Calames
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  





February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Michael Dendinger
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  






February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Michael Dent

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee







February 9, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? In townships where no zoning exists, property owners have a right to develop their land as they wish.
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. 
I thank you for your time

Respectfully,
Michael Green
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  

February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Michael Myers

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee









February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Michael Schuck

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee







February 9, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? In townships where no zoning exists, property owners have a right to develop their land as they wish.
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. 
I thank you for your time.

Respectfully,
Michael Shumway

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  
February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Michelle Snavely

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee







February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Mike Nottke
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  





February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Mike Schaeffer
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  






February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Molly Getz

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee








February 6, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,
Morgan Loss

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  





February 6, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Myron Prewitt
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  






February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m proud of our area’s heritage. But, as you know, it’s a tough time for agriculture and Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said this is about local control. It isn’t. It’s about letting the mob tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, but I DO support wind energy and would welcome a project to our area. This could only potentially be made possible though if this bill is NOT passed.

I know you have a tough and thankless job and I thank you for your service. I know you have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I’m here to tell you that allowing farmers to harvest the wind is good for farmers, farm communities, and our entire state.

Please stand with us and vote no on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,


Nancy Gardillo

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  











February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Nate Root

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee









February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m proud of our area’s heritage. But, as you know, it’s a tough time for agriculture and Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said this is about local control. It isn’t. It’s about letting the mob tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, but I DO support wind energy and would welcome a project to our area. This could only potentially be made possible though if this bill is NOT passed.

I know you have a tough and thankless job and I thank you for your service. I know you have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I’m here to tell you that allowing farmers to harvest the wind is good for farmers, farm communities, and our entire state.

Please stand with us and vote no on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,


Nathan Irons

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  










February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Nick Baker
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  





February 6, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215






Dear Chairman Wilson,


My name is Nick Erf, a fifth-generation farmer from the town of Bellevue, Ohio. My family has raised cattle in this area for several years. In fact, the family operation has been around for over a century. In the past decade, it seems we have had economic hardship than ever before. As times have got tougher and market prices have dropped lower and lower, it has become increasingly hard to make a living just by farming. This is about the time that we discovered we could develop our land in another way. Not by working the land, but by adding another cash crop, wind energy. 
It had been proposed to construct a wind turbine on our land, part of Emerson Creek Wind. So, we weighed our options very heavily and decided to go on board with the project. It would allow us to generate an extra cash crop while still farming our land to keep feeding an ever-growing world population. The land in question, was once owned by my Great-Great Grandfather. To this day, the family still owns this land and has paid the PROPERTY TAXES on it every single year. This is our land and we get to determine what is developed on the property. Senate Bill 234 will allow others to take away our own private property rights. We are the landowners, we pay the property taxes, it is as simple as that. How does one person that owns half an acre in town have the same weight as my family that owns serval hundred acres? It is not right and I will fight till the end on this.
I am asking you legislators, please put into consideration the many landowners that are involved in this wind project. They have a voice on what happens on their property. Please protect private property rights and don’t allow another entity to make decisions on land they don’t pay taxes on. Please vote no on Senate Bill 234 and keep private property rights up to the landowner themselves. I yield back. 
With great concern,
Nick Erf
Nick Erf
Fifth Generation Farmer

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  













February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.
Respectfully,

Nick Vuchovich
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  








February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m proud of our area’s heritage. But, as you know, it’s a tough time for agriculture and Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said this is about local control. It isn’t. It’s about letting the mob tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, but I DO support wind energy and would welcome a project to our area. This could only potentially be made possible though if this bill is NOT passed.

I know you have a tough and thankless job and I thank you for your service. I know you have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I’m here to tell you that allowing farmers to harvest the wind is good for farmers, farm communities, and our entire state.

Please stand with us and vote no on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,


Nicolle Aul

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  







February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m proud of our area’s heritage. But, as you know, it’s a tough time for agriculture and Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said this is about local control. It isn’t. It’s about letting the mob tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, but I DO support wind energy and would welcome a project to our area. This could only potentially be made possible though if this bill is NOT passed.

I know you have a tough and thankless job and I thank you for your service. I know you have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I’m here to tell you that allowing farmers to harvest the wind is good for farmers, farm communities, and our entire state.

Please stand with us and vote no on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,


Nikki Keeran

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  







February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Noah McClain
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  





February 9, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? In townships where no zoning exists, property owners have a right to develop their land as they wish.
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. 
I thank you for your time.
Respectfully,
Noah Messerall

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  

February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m proud of our area’s heritage. But, as you know, it’s a tough time for agriculture and Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said this is about local control. It isn’t. It’s about letting the mob tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, but I DO support wind energy and would welcome a project to our area. This could only potentially be made possible though if this bill is NOT passed.

I know you have a tough and thankless job and I thank you for your service. I know you have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I’m here to tell you that allowing farmers to harvest the wind is good for farmers, farm communities, and our entire state.

Please stand with us and vote no on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,


Noelle Linder

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  









February 9, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? In townships where no zoning exists, property owners have a right to develop their land as they wish.
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. 
I thank you for your time.

Respectfully,
Paige Wise
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  

February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Pamela Miller
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  





February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Pat Wise
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  





February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Paula Dunn
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  






February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Paul Hanus

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee








February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

My name is Paul Lust and I am a full-time farmer in Crawford County, Ohio. I write today to express opposition to Senate Bill 234.
Crawford County needs money to operate, and by building turbines here it will bring the needed money into our county and keep it there. I don’t know where those opposed to the wind turbines expect our counties to get money to make the needed improvements to not only our infrastructure, but the roads and schools as well. 
What completely ruins the turbine project is the addition of Senate Bill 234. This will no longer allow land owners to make their own decisions for the turbines to be added on their land but would leave the decision up to the township. This strips away land owners’ property rights.
This referendum is inappropriate and unfair, and I hope you would vote against it in the name of property owners in Crawford County directly affected by it.
Respectfully,

Paul Lust
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  










February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m proud of our area’s heritage. But, as you know, it’s a tough time for agriculture and Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said this is about local control. It isn’t. It’s about letting the mob tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, but I DO support wind energy and would welcome a project to our area. This could only potentially be made possible though if this bill is NOT passed.

I know you have a tough and thankless job and I thank you for your service. I know you have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I’m here to tell you that allowing farmers to harvest the wind is good for farmers, farm communities, and our entire state.

Please stand with us and vote no on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,


Peggy Meyers

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  







February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

My name is Peg Scott and I am a rural resident in Crawford County, Ohio. I write today to express opposition to Senate Bill 234. My husband is a full-time farmer and we have lived on our farm for our whole lives and future generations plan on living here as well. 
With steady falling grain prices, my family needs to find ways to diversify my income. Having a wind turbine on our property would be an excellent opportunity to do this. It would be such a relief to know that our children and grandchildren will be able to maintain this land with the money that would result from the turbines over the next 30 years. 
By allowing others, such as opposition, to influence your decision on what my family does with OUR land, would completely limit our rights to our land as a property owner. This would put the complete control of OUR farm land in the hands of other locals and that is absolutely infuriating.
Other residents would say that my family is only in support of this project, as well as wind energy as a whole, because of the money; however, that is not the case at all. The most attractive aspect of this project is that it will ensure the sustainability of our farm land. Our land is a valuable resource and we will do everything in our power to make sure it stays in our family’s name. 
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Peg Scott
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  

February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Phillip Bischoff
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  




February 6, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,
Phillip Light
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  







February 6, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,
Price Benson
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  







February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Michelle Snavely

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee








February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Quinton Keeran
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  






February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Rachel Schwind

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee









February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m proud of our area’s heritage. But, as you know, it’s a tough time for agriculture and Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said this is about local control. It isn’t. It’s about letting the mob tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, but I DO support wind energy and would welcome a project to our area. This could only potentially be made possible though if this bill is NOT passed.

I know you have a tough and thankless job and I thank you for your service. I know you have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I’m here to tell you that allowing farmers to harvest the wind is good for farmers, farm communities, and our entire state.

Please stand with us and vote no on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,


Ralph Hahler

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  







February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Randall Shepard

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee









February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Rebecca Duncan

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee








February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Rebecca Wilhelm
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  






February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Reid Jacoby

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee








February 6, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,
Richard Williams
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  








February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m proud of our area’s heritage. But, as you know, it’s a tough time for agriculture and Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said this is about local control. It isn’t. It’s about letting the mob tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, but I DO support wind energy and would welcome a project to our area. This could only potentially be made possible though if this bill is NOT passed.

I know you have a tough and thankless job and I thank you for your service. I know you have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I’m here to tell you that allowing farmers to harvest the wind is good for farmers, farm communities, and our entire state.

Please stand with us and vote no on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,


Rick Fogel

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  











February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m proud of our area’s heritage. But, as you know, it’s a tough time for agriculture and Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said this is about local control. It isn’t. It’s about letting the mob tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, but I DO support wind energy and would welcome a project to our area. This could only potentially be made possible though if this bill is NOT passed.

I know you have a tough and thankless job and I thank you for your service. I know you have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I’m here to tell you that allowing farmers to harvest the wind is good for farmers, farm communities, and our entire state.

Please stand with us and vote no on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,


Rick Lease

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  










February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Roberta Miller
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  





February 9, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? In townships where no zoning exists, property owners have a right to develop their land as they wish.
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. 
I thank you for your time.
Respectfully,
Robert Anderson

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  

February 9, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? In townships where no zoning exists, property owners have a right to develop their land as they wish.
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. 
I thank you for your time.
Respectfully,
Robert Flenner

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  

February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Robert Hahler
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  





February 6, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,
Robert Marshall

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  






February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Robert Metry

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee









February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Robert Rine

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee







February 9, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? In townships where no zoning exists, property owners have a right to develop their land as they wish.
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. 
I thank you for your time.
Respectfully,
Rod Limes

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  


February 9, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? In townships where no zoning exists, property owners have a right to develop their land as they wish.
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. 
I thank you for your time
Respectfully,
Michael Shumway
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  

February 9, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? In townships where no zoning exists, property owners have a right to develop their land as they wish.
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. 
I thank you for your time.
Respectfully,
Rod Moore

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  

February 9, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? In townships where no zoning exists, property owners have a right to develop their land as they wish.
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. 
I thank you for your time.
Respectfully,
Rodney Allen

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  

February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Roger Shear

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee








February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Ronald Bischoff
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  





February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Ron Lease
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  



Ronald R. Smith
Attorney at Law
12199 E. Twp. Rd. 148
Republic, OH  44867
February 9, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy & Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, OH  43215

Dear Chairman Wilson:

As it stands now, the OPSB takes into account all the issues and concerns voiced by the citizens that are adjacent to property owners that have legally leased their land to wind turbine companies.  As an owner of my family century farm, I am concerned that these long standing private property rights will be infringed upon by the passage of SB 234.

These private property rights cannot be subjected to any law passed by the legislature that interferes with a property owner’s right to enter into a legal contractual relationship.  This would include the right to lease to wind turbine companies and gas and oil companies.

With more than 46 years of legal experience, I can state with reasonable legal certainty that passage of SB 234, which gives  township residents a vote by referendum as to whether or not they approve legal contracts allowing certification of wind turbines being built on private property, will not be upheld by the Courts.

The U.S. Constitution makes it clear in Article I, Section 10, Clause 1 that states are prohibited from passing laws “impairing the obligation of contracts”. (See Energy Reserves Corp v Kansas Power and Light  (1983, 459US400).

The Ohio Constitution under Article I Section 19 states “Private property shall ever by held inviolate”.

This legislation if passed is a direct interference with my private property rights and will be held unconstitutional in a Court of Law.

Very truly yours,

Ronald R. Smith
Attorney at Law and Assistant Prosecuting Attorney, Retired














February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m proud of our area’s heritage. But, as you know, it’s a tough time for agriculture and Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said this is about local control. It isn’t. It’s about letting the mob tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, but I DO support wind energy and would welcome a project to our area. This could only potentially be made possible though if this bill is NOT passed.

I know you have a tough and thankless job and I thank you for your service. I know you have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I’m here to tell you that allowing farmers to harvest the wind is good for farmers, farm communities, and our entire state.

Please stand with us and vote no on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,


Rose Hartschuh

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  







February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Ryan Brown

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee









February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m proud of our area’s heritage. But, as you know, it’s a tough time for agriculture and Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said this is about local control. It isn’t. It’s about letting the mob tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, but I DO support wind energy and would welcome a project to our area. This could only potentially be made possible though if this bill is NOT passed.

I know you have a tough and thankless job and I thank you for your service. I know you have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I’m here to tell you that allowing farmers to harvest the wind is good for farmers, farm communities, and our entire state.

Please stand with us and vote no on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,


Ryan Miller

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  







February 6, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,
Ryan Myracle
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  








February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Ryan Stover

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee









February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m proud of our area’s heritage. But, as you know, it’s a tough time for agriculture and Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said this is about local control. It isn’t. It’s about letting the mob tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, but I DO support wind energy and would welcome a project to our area. This could only potentially be made possible though if this bill is NOT passed.

I know you have a tough and thankless job and I thank you for your service. I know you have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I’m here to tell you that allowing farmers to harvest the wind is good for farmers, farm communities, and our entire state.

Please stand with us and vote no on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,


Sara Carter

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  







February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Sarah Carpenter

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee









February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m proud of our area’s heritage. But, as you know, it’s a tough time for agriculture and Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said this is about local control. It isn’t. It’s about letting the mob tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, but I DO support wind energy and would welcome a project to our area. This could only potentially be made possible though if this bill is NOT passed.

I know you have a tough and thankless job and I thank you for your service. I know you have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I’m here to tell you that allowing farmers to harvest the wind is good for farmers, farm communities, and our entire state.

Please stand with us and vote no on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,


Sarah Hunker

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  







February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Sarah Schwind

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee









February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Sara Warner

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee








February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Melissa Mahl
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  





February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Winifred Symons
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  



February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Michael Myers

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee








February 6, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,
Zach Myracle
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  







February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,
Zack Irons

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  





February 9, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? In townships where no zoning exists, property owners have a right to develop their land as they wish.
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. 
I thank you for your time.
Respectfully,
Scott Arnold

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  

February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Scott Beckley
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  






February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m proud of our area’s heritage. But, as you know, it’s a tough time for agriculture and Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said this is about local control. It isn’t. It’s about letting the mob tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, but I DO support wind energy and would welcome a project to our area. This could only potentially be made possible though if this bill is NOT passed.

I know you have a tough and thankless job and I thank you for your service. I know you have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I’m here to tell you that allowing farmers to harvest the wind is good for farmers, farm communities, and our entire state.

Please stand with us and vote no on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,


Scott Mercer

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  







February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Scott Patterson
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  





February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Scott Williams
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  



TO:   The Honorable  Chairman Wilson
	Chairman of the Energy and Public Utilities Committee
February 7, 2020
Dear   Chairman Wilson,
	I am writing this letter to express my disappointment and concern with the language of SB 234. 
 	I am a fourth generation farmer whose family has made a living and raised many generations in rural Seneca County.  Our family has always supported our community in any way that would make it stronger.  As a young boy, I remember my father helping township trustees keep roads open during winter storms with his own farm equipment-never asking for, or accepting compensation.  He served on the zoning appeals board for many years and my son continues that tradition.  My mother has worked polling booths for many election cycles over the years and also spent eight years as the township clerk helping keep our local government fiscally responsible.  As for myself, I learned from the example my parents have set.  I spent more than 27 years as a volunteer fireman and first responder, serving as chief and assistant chief.  I have helped shape the youth of our community through coaching little league baseball and volunteering as a 4H advisor for over 10 years.  These are a few examples of some of the things we do locally, this does not include the State and National boards, committees, and leadership roles we have accepted over the years.  We are truly community minded and committed to the sustainability of our neighborhood.
	I am extremely concerned with the language of SB 234.  As it is written today, it will limit growth of renewable energy in Ohio and imposes a restriction on government and keep it from doing the exact thing our legislature was established for -- to provide a GREATER level of management and oversight for projects that meet the GREATER good of society.  I would have to ask those who support SB 234 if they believe our country would have the GREATEST infrastructure of any country in the world if we had left the placement and funding of a National Transportation System (Federal Highways) up to a local referendum vote?   Would we have the GREATEST electric grid in the world if Transmission Line placement were left up to a local referendum vote?  Would we have the most accessible cellular communication system without some level of government oversight in design and placement of cell towers?  Not if it were left up to a referendum vote.   My point is, that if every service of public need were to be left up to a  referendum vote, we would have none of these things and we would be an under developed country.  Our government has the role of providing structure and processes to manage the development of those things that meet the public good.  One of the PUCO's commitments to their mission is stated as " Promoting utility infrastructure investment through appropriate regulatory policies and structures."  This statement is exactly what SB 234 looks to circumvent.  SB 234 bypasses the "appropriate regulatory policies and structures" to allow a public referendum vote and stop the resources designed to help solve problems in our rural communities.  The same is true for the Ohio Power Sitting Board.  Their mission is " to support sound energy policies that provide for the installation of energy capacity and transmission infrastructure for the benefit of the Ohio citizens, promoting the state's economic interests, and protecting the environment and land use."  SB 234 takes all authority to act away from the OPSB's ability to provide for the needs of the residents of the State of Ohio, protect the environment, and allow for a landowner to use their resources as they deem necessary.  It is my opinion that SB 234 ignores the current process of the Sitting Board and literally goes against the mission of OPSB that has been in place since 1972.  The Ohio Revised Code #4906 details the role of the OPSB and defines exactly what the process of governmental oversight, review, and enforcement is, to meet the needs of a community and support their mission.
	I am also concerned for the precedent this type of legislation will set.  SB 234 could very well be the beginning of a community's mission creep to restrict private land use and small business development.  This could be the avenue a special interest group would use to limit my families ability to expand or diversify our farm.  I believe setting this precedent could obstruct a small business from expanding their operations by hindering the purchase of land or from changing a product line because a community may vote to not allow expanded manufacturing .  Maybe they would vote to not allow a production facility to operate three shifts per day.  Perhaps a vote to not allow a farmer to harvest his crops during certain hours or on certain days.  Again, the point being, this type of legislation likely will lead to many unintended consequences.  Precedent has a lot of political value and should be spent wisely.
Thank you for allowing me to share my opinions and concerns. 
Please remove SB 234 from consideration.  There is no value in creating legislation that addresses issues currently handled by the Ohio Revised Code and implemented by State Agencies that are working for the good of all of Ohio.  


Gary Baldosser
Gary Baldosser
Baldosser Farms Inc
5393 N TWP RD 78
Green Springs Ohio  44836









February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Shelby Myers
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  






February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m proud of our area’s heritage. But, as you know, it’s a tough time for agriculture and Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said this is about local control. It isn’t. It’s about letting the mob tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, but I DO support wind energy and would welcome a project to our area. This could only potentially be made possible though if this bill is NOT passed.

I know you have a tough and thankless job and I thank you for your service. I know you have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I’m here to tell you that allowing farmers to harvest the wind is good for farmers, farm communities, and our entire state.

Please stand with us and vote no on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,


Sherry Bodey

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  







February 9, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? In townships where no zoning exists, property owners have a right to develop their land as they wish.
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. 
I thank you for your time.
Respectfully,
Spencer Martz

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  

February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Stephanie Haas

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee








February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Stephanie Martin
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  





February 6, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,
Stephanie Priestly

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  






February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m proud of our area’s heritage. But, as you know, it’s a tough time for agriculture and Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said this is about local control. It isn’t. It’s about letting the mob tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, but I DO support wind energy and would welcome a project to our area. This could only potentially be made possible though if this bill is NOT passed.

I know you have a tough and thankless job and I thank you for your service. I know you have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I’m here to tell you that allowing farmers to harvest the wind is good for farmers, farm communities, and our entire state.

Please stand with us and vote no on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,


Stephen Miller

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  










February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Steve Blust
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  





February 9, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? In townships where no zoning exists, property owners have a right to develop their land as they wish.
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. 
I thank you for your time.
Respectfully,
Steve Gilbert

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  

February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Steven Murray

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee





February 9, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? In townships where no zoning exists, property owners have a right to develop their land as they wish.
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. 
I thank you for your time.
Respectfully,
Susan Marshall

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  

February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m proud of our area’s heritage. But, as you know, it’s a tough time for agriculture and Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said this is about local control. It isn’t. It’s about letting the mob tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, but I DO support wind energy and would welcome a project to our area. This could only potentially be made possible though if this bill is NOT passed.

I know you have a tough and thankless job and I thank you for your service. I know you have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I’m here to tell you that allowing farmers to harvest the wind is good for farmers, farm communities, and our entire state.

Please stand with us and vote no on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,


Sydney Moore

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  







February 9, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? In townships where no zoning exists, property owners have a right to develop their land as they wish.
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. 
I thank you for your time.
Respectfully,
Tami Diehm

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  

February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Tammy Jordan

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee








February 6, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,
Tammy Light-Williams
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  








February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m proud of our area’s heritage. But, as you know, it’s a tough time for agriculture and Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said this is about local control. It isn’t. It’s about letting the mob tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, but I DO support wind energy and would welcome a project to our area. This could only potentially be made possible though if this bill is NOT passed.

I know you have a tough and thankless job and I thank you for your service. I know you have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I’m here to tell you that allowing farmers to harvest the wind is good for farmers, farm communities, and our entire state.

Please stand with us and vote no on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,


Tammy Patterson

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  









February 9, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? In townships where no zoning exists, property owners have a right to develop their land as they wish.
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. 
I thank you for your time.
Respectfully,
Tammy Severson

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  

February 9, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? In townships where no zoning exists, property owners have a right to develop their land as they wish.
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. 
I thank you for your time.
Respectfully,
Taylor Barnett

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  

February 6, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,
Taylor Putnam

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  






February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Teresa Parkins

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee








February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,
Terry Surgener
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  








February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m proud of our area’s heritage. But, as you know, it’s a tough time for agriculture and Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said this is about local control. It isn’t. It’s about letting the mob tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, but I DO support wind energy and would welcome a project to our area. This could only potentially be made possible though if this bill is NOT passed.

I know you have a tough and thankless job and I thank you for your service. I know you have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I’m here to tell you that allowing farmers to harvest the wind is good for farmers, farm communities, and our entire state.

Please stand with us and vote no on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,


Thomas Blust

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  







February 9, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? In townships where no zoning exists, property owners have a right to develop their land as they wish.
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. 
I thank you for your time.
Respectfully,
Thomas Boyer

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  

February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m proud of our area’s heritage. But, as you know, it’s a tough time for agriculture and Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said this is about local control. It isn’t. It’s about letting the mob tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, but I DO support wind energy and would welcome a project to our area. This could only potentially be made possible though if this bill is NOT passed.

I know you have a tough and thankless job and I thank you for your service. I know you have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I’m here to tell you that allowing farmers to harvest the wind is good for farmers, farm communities, and our entire state.

Please stand with us and vote no on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,


Thomas Miller

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  











February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m proud of our area’s heritage. But, as you know, it’s a tough time for agriculture and Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said this is about local control. It isn’t. It’s about letting the mob tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, but I DO support wind energy and would welcome a project to our area. This could only potentially be made possible though if this bill is NOT passed.

I know you have a tough and thankless job and I thank you for your service. I know you have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I’m here to tell you that allowing farmers to harvest the wind is good for farmers, farm communities, and our entire state.

Please stand with us and vote no on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,


Thomas Symons

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  







February 6, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,
Thomas Thompson
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  








February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Tim Clark

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee







February 9, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? In townships where no zoning exists, property owners have a right to develop their land as they wish.
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. 
I thank you for your time.
Respectfully,
 Tim Kaiser

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  

February 9, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? In townships where no zoning exists, property owners have a right to develop their land as they wish.
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. 
I thank you for your time.
Respectfully,
Tom Parker

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  

February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Michelle Snavely

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee









February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Tom Yingling

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee








February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,
Tracey Daniel

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  





February 9, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? In townships where no zoning exists, property owners have a right to develop their land as they wish.
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. 
I thank you for your time.
Respectfully,
Tracey Hunter

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  

February 7, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m proud of our area’s heritage. But, as you know, it’s a tough time for agriculture and Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said this is about local control. It isn’t. It’s about letting the mob tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, but I DO support wind energy and would welcome a project to our area. This could only potentially be made possible though if this bill is NOT passed.

I know you have a tough and thankless job and I thank you for your service. I know you have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I’m here to tell you that allowing farmers to harvest the wind is good for farmers, farm communities, and our entire state.

Please stand with us and vote no on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,


Tracey McClain

cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  







February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Tracey Moore

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee








February 6, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Trevor Coopersmith
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  






February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Trish Tillow

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee








February 6, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Tyler Bryson
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  






February 8, 2020

Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Wilson,

Our area has a strong heritage of which I am very proud. As you know, it is a tough time for agriculture, I am a certified Master Gardener and am aware of the work that our Extension agents do.

Senate Bill 234, by potentially taking away landowners’ ability to farm the wind, would make it all that much tougher.

Some legislators have said that this is about local control. It is not. It is about letting the average citizen, many times unfamiliar with wind and local property issues, tell farmers what they can and cannot do on their own land. Farming families work hard and pay much more than I, as a city resident, do in taxes. There is not a proposed wind farm close to where I reside, however, I do support wind energy and would welcome a project in our county. This could only potentially be made possible though, if this bill is NOT passed.

I recognize that your job is a delicate balancing act. You probably have the best interest of Ohio at heart. I am appealing to you to think of the future, for your children, grandchildren and beyond, who must deal with the effects of a changing climate. Wind energy can be one answer to reducing our carbon footprint. Farmers are in a unique situation to provide energy generated by the wind on their farms. Let farmers decide how they can earn money, boost the local economy, and benefit Ohio.

Please stand with us. Vote NO on Senate Bill 234.

Respectfully,

Tyler Getz

cc:  Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee








February 6, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Tyler Hammond
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  





February 6, 2020


Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,

Tyler Worstell
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  
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Senator Steve Wilson, Chair
Energy and Public Utilities Committee
The Ohio Senate
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215


Dear Chairman Wilson,

I’m writing you today to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 234. This bill is an attack on private property rights and a threat to businesses investing in the state.
Participation in these wind projects is a choice, one that many folks across Ohio have made. Whether folks are choosing to participate as a source of income, to see the state move forward to more renewable energy sources, or for any other reasons, this is a choice for the landowner and the landowner alone to make. A referendum process like the one proposed strips away that choice from landowners and gives the township control over what folks do with their own land.
Essentially, this allows people’s neighbors to have veto power over development on their property. What will be next? Neighbors being allowed to veto a new hog barn, silo, garage, or house?
I strongly encourage you to stand with landowners and oppose this threat to property rights and businesses looking to invest in Ohio. Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully,
Valerie Thompson
cc: Members of the Ohio Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee  

