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Chairman Dolan, Vice-Chair Burke and Ranking Member Sykes, good afternoon and thank you for the opportunity to testify on this vital piece of legislation.
I also want to especially thank Senator Williams for introducing this Bill on behalf of our port and maritime system in Ohio.
I’ve spent three decades immersed in the port and freight logistics sector with the last nine years as President and CEO of the Port of Cleveland.  
My message is simple: we urgently need the Maritime Assistance Program to keep Ohio competitive and grow jobs.  
95% or global trade moves by water and we are directly connected to the rest of world via Lake Erie and the St. Lawrence Seaway.
Investing in ports and commercial harbors will add pure competitive muscle to Ohio and it’s fiscally prudent because the ROI to the state is so high.
The pillars of Ohio’s economy are manufacturing, energy, agriculture, mining, and construction, and they all depend on cost-effective, efficient marine transportation in Ohio.     
Maritime cargo in Cleveland alone generates 20,000 jobs and $3.5 billion in annual economic output.
We started a container liner service to Europe called the Cleveland-Europe Express in 2014. It’s the only scheduled, container service on the Great Lakes.  
This all-water routing through the St. Lawrence Seaway from Cleveland to Europe is faster and more economical than the routing cargo through the big east coast ports.
This makes Ohio companies more competitive globally, helping them grow and add jobs.
It also means more jobs in Ohio’s logistics service sector because we keep the cargo handling in Ohio, not in Maryland, New Jersey or Virginia.       
Ohio is a maritime state.  We rank in the top 10 and ahead of many coastal states in cargo tonnage.
But we need help to maintain a very asset-heavy business. Much of our infrastructure is reaching the end of its life cycle. 
Our ports are good partners.  We are market-driven, public enterprises solely focused on doing what’s good for our economy.  
Please partner with us to strengthen Ohio’s water connections to domestic and international markets.
I sincerely believe you can’t make a better investment in Ohio’s competitiveness.
Thank you for the time and I’d be happy to take any questions.  



  
 
 


