Hello Senators and fellow Ohioans, 
My name is Kiely Cronin and I began my career in film 30 years ago in Los Angeles and spent 12 years there learning my craft. I made a good living but wanted to return home to Ohio. I returned and was almost immediately hired on a fairly large production organized by Steven Soderberg and George Clooney's production company, the film was directed by two unknown brothers who were beginning their career, the film was called “Welcome to Collinwood” and that was the first film that lead the Russo Brothers onto their stellar path. You may have heard of other films they have done …  Captain America to The Avengers and more. I worked on Captain America and know that the Russo brothers still fight  to bring films to Ohio. 

Unfortunately the work in Ohio vanished as incentive programs brought films to other states. I was called to work in Pittsburgh on TV shows and films as they had a shortage of skilled crew, I spent 6 months a year for two years in  hotels paid for by various productions as I staffed the shows. After two years a producer asked why I didn't just move to Pittsburgh as I would gain both a kitchen and a home. So I moved ... I moved to Pittsburgh for 6 years and it was only after the Ohio Tax incentive was adopted that I could afford to return home. 

Since my return to Ohio,  I have built a good living though the current incentive is always exhausted before the next fiscal period begins. The equivalent of 5000 full time jobs have been created, rental houses that service the film industry have been created and some have flourished, temporary stages have been built, buildings rented and vendors in industries from food to hotels to security and to refuse pick up and more have all felt the cash spent by incoming productions. 

We are building film schools to supply the skilled labor demands ... this is real money being spent to the tune of millions ... and real jobs, skilled jobs, that are being created as well as real local business selling real goods and services. We should be expanding this program and certainly not eliminating it. We have a choice to build business in Ohio or turn down the money from these productions ... I ask you to make this budget item a priority, so we do not lose out on this huge opportunity for the people of Ohio. 
