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May 29, 2019
Chairman Dolan, Vice Chair Burke, Ranking Member Sykes and Member of the Senate Finance Committee,
Thank you for the opportunity to share the Ohio Coalition for Quality Education’s (OCQE) views of the budget, House Bill 166.  I am pleased to be able to tell you there is much that we support. 
OCQE is strong supporter of public school options.  While many people in the education community spend their time trying to destroy choice – OCQE is constantly looking for ways to improve quality and increase opportunities for students who have not received the education, attention or compassion they need in the traditional school setting.
The House provided several positive changes that will benefit public school students in charter schools.
· Automatic Closure:  Contrary to what you hear from most of the press and school choice critics, public charter schools are highly regulated and face significantly stiffer accountability rules than district schools.  Do you know of any districts that are forced to close for failing to perform academically?  And exactly how is academic proficiency judged?  Our flawed report card system leaves students languishing in broken, failing districts while closing many charter schools with significantly higher value added scores based upon national standardized tests.  The House, like you, understands the serious problems with using the report card as a determining factor in closing charter schools and we support their changes to the closure law while we all wait for an improved instrument to accurately measure student progress and proficiency.  
· Drop Out Recovery Schools:  The State Board of Education (SBE) passed a resolution at their April meeting creating a work group to study regulatory requirements for Dropout Prevention and Recovery Schools.  They recognized the importance of serving at-risk students and the need to ensure options are available for these students who, without an education, are likely to become part of the welfare or prison system in the best case scenarios.  Dropout Prevention and Recovery Schools cannot be evaluated in the same way traditional schools are judged, and the State Board recognized the need to further study these schools before accepting a flawed grading system that will likely result in the closure of the only schools left for a vulnerable population.  The House budget provided their own language for a similar study.  Please ensure the makeup of the work group remains similar to the SBE version which includes people who actually work with these students directly or with the schools themselves.
· Sponsor evaluations:  Since additional accountability measures were added to charter school sponsors, the system has rooted out the worst performing.  ODE is spending millions on outside contractors to annually require all sponsors to upload tens of thousands of documents, most of which already exist within ODE itself.  Nevertheless, sponsors have complied, taking hundreds of hours away from their more important duties of overseeing schools and helping boards, administrators and teachers.  HB 166 recognizes that ODE is wasting time and taxpayer money requiring the same massive document dump of tens of thousands of pages every year from sponsors who have proven they are Effective - sponsors which support nearly 90% of all Ohio charter schools.  OCQE supports changing the evaluation of Effective sponsors to a 5 year rotation from the currently required annual review.
ISSUES THAT REMAIN
· Targeted Assistance: TA funding remains a highly inequitable issue within the state.  This funding was intended to support high poverty students, but only students attending district schools receive 100% of that funding.  Poor students who qualify for TA but choose charter schools are given only 25% of the money that their district counterparts receive.  This is highly inadequate and unequitable.  OCQE supports Senator Andrew Brenner’s suggestion to limit or eliminate funding to a newly created program in HB 166 – the “Quality Schools” bonuses given to successful charter schools – so that at least half that money or more can be used to increase targeted assistance for our most at need and most at risk students.
· Transportation: Districts continue to use transportation as a weapon against charter schools.  Last fall, Columbus Public Schools refused to transport hundreds of charter school students, and by the time it was determined that CPS was violating the rights of these children and their parents, it was too late to keep them in their chosen schools.  Charters lost many of these students and tens of thousands of dollars, and worst of all these children were forced back into the very schools from which they had escaped, seeking a better and safer education environment.  OCQE asks you to add severe, monetary consequences to the law for districts that deny required transportation for PUBLIC school students and/or who manipulate the rules to force these students back into their failing schools.  We are happy to provide suggested language.  Please protect choice for students who are desperate for an education and found that education in charter schools. 
Thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration, 
Beth Lear

OCQE Analyst 
