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Ohio Senate


Finance Committee


5/29/19





Chairperson Dolan and Esteemed Senate Finance Committee Members, 





I am Fran Nichols and writing to provide testimony on behalf of Anne Grady Services, where I serve as the Director of the Supported Living program.  We currently serve around 50 clients in our Supported Living program, with about 100 direct care staff employed in this department.  We currently provide services in both Lucas and Fulton Counties.  We also provide back-up services for several clients who receive Remote Supports services. 





I want to express my deepest gratitude to Governor DeWine, Director Davis, the Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities, and the Ohio House of Representatives who, separately and collectively, have made an unprecedented investment in services for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities. I am appreciative of the administration and the Ohio House’s proposal to invest in the homemaker/personal care service to help increase the average wage of DSPs providing that service.  This will dramatically help our direct care staff to possibly cut down from working two and three jobs to working just one or two jobs.  Our direct care staff are tired and overworked, due to the low hourly rates and staffing shortages.  We believe this increase can change that dynamic.  As an agency committed to providing services to individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities, the investment helps ensure my agency can continue to provide our array of services. 


The developmental disabilities services field is in agreement on the direction and actions to be taken to increase our support and positive outcomes for individuals with disabilities and their valued DSPs. On behalf of my agency, my staff, and the individuals we support, I encourage you, Senator Dolan and Members of this Committee, to support the proposed budget provisions relevant to the Department of Developmental Disabilities. Together we will succeed.





Respectfully Submitted,





Fran Nichols, Anne Grady Services
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