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The Arc For people with intellectual and developmental disabilities
Ohio

June 5, 2019

Chair Dolan, Vice Chair Burke, Ranking Member Sykes and Members of the Senate Finance Committee,
my name is Gary Tonks. I am the CEO of The Arc of Ohio. The Arc of Ohio is Ohio’s oldest and largest
advocacy organization, representing approximately 300,000 Ohioans with intellectual and developmental
disabilities and their families. We are the founder of most services to Ohioans with developmental
disabilities and exist to protect their civil rights and promote their general welfare wherever they live,
work or are educated.

I am here today to support efforts to raise the wage of direct support staff, working with our constituents
in the Department of Developmental Disabilities Waiver and Intermediate Care Facility programs. I have
been a direct support staff. I have walked in those shoes; and, I can tell you from personal experience that
direct support staff are the most valuable components of the DD Service Delivery System. Asa
representative of families who have loved ones with developmental disabilities I can tell you that we
entrust the care and safety of our loved ones who currently make such a low wage they often qualify for
government assistance.

Yet, they are there when we, as families, cannot be. They are there when our loved ones need comfort.
They are there when our loved ones need dressed and showered and fed and calmed. They are there to
provide support so our loved ones can access the community; and, participate as full citizens of Ohio.
And, they do so while worrying how they will care for their own families. An average hourly wage of
$13, as proposed in the amended budget, will provide at least an incentive for our direct care staff to
continue to support our loved ones. Many have never seen an increase in salary other than that required
by increases in the minimum wage. The proposed increase lets them know that they have not been
forgotten and reinforces our belief that, yes, we, as Ohioans, do value you.

The Arc of Ohio established most services in Ohio for children and adults with developmental
disabilities. This includes, with our sister chapters across the country, the adoption of the Developmental
Disabilities Act, which created Developmental Disabilities Councils, University Centers of Excellence
like the Nisonger Center at The Ohio State University and Protection and Advocacy organizations such as
Disability Rights Ohio (DRO).

DRO, as it is commonly known, protects the legal and civil rights of our loved ones in Ohio. The Arc of
Ohio has worked hand in hand this organization. They have our full support. Our members are charter
members of DRO and we urge you to support them as they continue to support our loved ones. They are
a valuable member of our advocacy team. We continue to move forward because of DRO and we stand
with them as they protect the legal and civil rights of our loved ones.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify today. I am available to any questions you may have.
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