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June 14, 2019
OHIO SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE
PROPONENT TESTIMONY- SUBSTITUTE HOUSE BILL 166

Julie Ehemann, Shelby County Commissioner

Chair Dolan, Vice Chair Burke, Ranking Member Sykes, and members of the Senate Finance Committee, I am Shelby County Commissioner Julie Ehemann, the current President of the County Commissioners Association of Ohio (CCAO).
When I testified before this committee last month, I indicated to you that CCAO’s main legislative priority for this budget was to have the state fully reimburse the counties for their costs incurred in fulfilling the state’s constitutional obligation to provide counsel to indigent defendants. I noted that Governor DeWine’s budget committed an additional $60 million each year in general revenue funds for indigent defense and that the House included an additional $35M for the second year of the biennium. At that time I encouraged the Senate to retain this level of funding.
I stand before you today to thank you for hearing the concerns of your county partners and maintaining that level of funding for indigent defense reimbursement.

CCAO also appreciates the Senate’s investment in local government through its increased support for the Local Government Fund (LGF). The substitute bill increases the share of General Revenue Funds dedicated to the LGF from 1.66 to 1.68 percent, which will restore $5 million to the Fund.

CCAO also is grateful for the Senate’s removal of two provisions included by the House which CCAO did not support. Specifically, the Senate removed (1) the provision that would have required the auditor to issue a warrant for money payable from the county treasury upon presentation of a court order without the necessity for any evidentiary material and (2) the provision that would have frozen the level of property taxes on new residential development for up to three years or until the completion of the next six-year reappraisal.
CCAO believes the Senate’s budget proposal lays a strong foundation for a meaningful state/county partnership that will serve Ohio well and improve the quality of life for the residents of our great state. Our goal at CCAO is - stronger counties, stronger partnership, stronger Ohio. We believe the Senate’s budget confirms its commitment to this goal.

