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Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee:

My name is Mark Donaghy, Chief Executive Officer of the Greater Dayton Regional Transit Authority (RTA). I am also the legislative committee chair for the Ohio Public Transit Association and a past president of the organization. RTA is the regional public transportation provider for the Dayton Region. RTA provides fixed-route bus service as well as coordinated human service transportation in the Miami Valley for people with mobility impairments across the region, including Montgomery, Greene, Miami, Warren and Preble Counties.  More than 30,000 will board my buses today and across Ohio more than 500,000 people will ride their local transit systems.  In Ohio, 2/3rds of transit passengers are riding the bus to access a job, often entry level in retail, logistics or the various medical fields.  Without our services these customers would lose their jobs and regional employers would face shortages of manpower that would be devastating.

I speak before you today having spent the last 43 years in public and private transportation operations, the last 13 years in Dayton.  Never before have our challenges been so great.  In my time in Dayton I have been forced to reduce services to the public 3 times and raise fares as well.  Today we operate about 25% less service than when I arrived.  It is becoming impossible to serve new demand given the decline in revenue from our dedicated local funding source, the county sales tax.  My colleagues around the state are similarly situated.  The recent Transportation Bill enacted by the Ohio Legislature and signed by the Governor promised to reverse that trend.

Now I understand that Substitute House Bill Number 166, being considered by the Senate has stripped away $6.5 million from ODOT’s transit funding programs.  These funds have been targeted to support transportation programs for the elderly and people with disabilities ($7.3 million in each of the past two years) primarily in rural parts of the state.  Should this misguided action stand, all transit agencies across the state will be negatively impacted.  To rural transportation agencies the impacts will be devastating and will directly impact some of our most vulnerable citizens, the elderly and people with mobility impairments, who are also the least able to access and afford alternative transportation services for medical appointments, access to grocery stores and pharmacies and of course employment trips.

Today I respectfully ask your committee to insure a thoughtful and detailed evaluation of the impacts associated with the proposed elimination of these critically needed funds.  Please consider the needs of our elderly citizens as well as those with mobility impairments and restore their services through this small amount of funding to the ODOT Transit Program.  I thank you for the opportunity to speak with you today.

I would be happy to answer any questions that you may have.
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