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Good morning, Chairman Dolan, Vice Chair Burke, Ranking Member Sykes and members of the Senate Finance Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to provide brief testimony on House Bill 166, pertaining to the Joint House-Senate Committee on Education Oversight. 
I am Lauren Monowar-Jones, the Executive Director of the Joint Education Oversight Committee, which is also known by its acronym “JEOC.” I am testifying to request keeping JEOC as an on-going service to the General Assembly, and removing its dissolution which surfaced in the in the Senate substitute version of the budget. 

JEOC is a bipartisan bicameral research-oriented committee, modeled after the Joint Medicaid Oversight Committee (JMOC), and it was created to be a support to legislators in the General Assembly’s oversight of state education policy. Like JMOC, JEOC supports the members of the committee by providing updates on topics relevant to education policy through weekly updates and monthly newsletters recounting public meetings outside of the legislature that address education policy.  These are available to all members of the General Assembly.
The role of JEOC, as stated in statute is to “provide continuing oversight of all state-funded activities in Ohio’s public education system. The committee will authorize a plan of work, which will include research, review, study and analysis of current or emerging education policy issues important to the state.”
JEOC is the education research arm of the legislature. We serve your interests alone. Our staff have unique and specific knowledge about education policy and technical matters. We differ from LSC specifically in that way. We offer an unbiased look at data and evidence for legislators – our motto is “facts first”. We also have technical ability in education measurement (the science of testing) that can help legislators navigate the increasingly technical education policy and requirements of the Revised Code and administrative rules.
In the short time the JEOC has existed, we have completed hearings on pupil transportation (September 22, 2016, October 13, 2016 and November 17, 2016), hearings on the Every Student Succeeds Act application that the Ohio Department of Education prepared for submission in 2017 (March 2, 2017 and March 9, 2017). We completed hearings on early childhood initiatives (October 12, 2017) and produced the Early Learning and Development Programs report (June 2018) describing the four state-wide programs that serve young children and their sources of funding. 
Additionally, JEOC invited a presentation from the National Council of State Legislatures on their paper entitled “No Time to Lose,” relating to an international look at education policy (April 20, 2017). JEOC heard testimony on the meaning and relevance of social emotional learning (September 12, 2017), and took testimony about the EVAAS method for value added measurement from SAS (April 19, 2018), the company hired by ODE to do these calculations. JEOC has taken testimony about the School Improvement efforts by ODE from the superintendent (May 23, 2018), and JEOC received testimony from stakeholders explaining both the value and the shortcomings of the Adult Diploma Programs in Ohio (June 27, 2018). 
JEOC also conducted a statutorily required hearing to gather testimony from stakeholders about the ODE definitions of terms relating to e-schools on Dec. 11, 2018. The committee chose not to write any report or recommendations on this topic. 

JEOC staff have been instructed by our chairs, over the years, to be responsive to requests made by members of the general assembly. For example, in 2017 we responded to requests by the Speaker’s Task Force on Education and Poverty, chaired by Representative Cupp, and to requests from the Black Caucus in the House of Representatives. We also attended meetings of and shared our research with the School Funding Work Group, which continued into 2018. In 2018, we participated in interested party meetings and consulted with legislators about the development of HB 591, relating to the state report card. JEOC staff also did research to support the interested party meetings on the adult diploma programs. 
In addition to that work, the staff of the JEOC have written briefs and reviews of research. These research products are short, focused on a recent issue in education that is before Ohio legislators and present fact-based, unbiased information to legislators about a topic in education policy. All of these are posted on the JEOC website and available for anyone to read.
The first brief and review were released in January 2018. The Brief was on the work of ODE towards the completion of its strategic plan. This Brief recounted what had happened in the public meetings for each section of the plan. Some legislators attended these meetings. The Review in January 2018 was an analysis of a paper by Heckman and others that had been referenced in the Senate Education Committee during testimony by Eric Hanushek regarding the economic impact of preschool. 

In February 2018, JEOC staff released another Review, this time the topic was the Chicago Child-Parent Centers Program. In March 2018, we released another Review on the topic of Artificial Intelligence Scoring Engines. This review included a pro and a con side to the use of artificial intelligence scoring engines in large scale assessments. In April 2018 we released a Brief on the topic of Value-Added. In May 2018 JEOC staff released a Review on the Academic Distress Commission in Youngstown. In June 2018 we released a Review on the Validation Study that was done on the “Step Up to Quality” childcare provider rating system. In September, in anticipation of the JEOC meeting, the staff released a Brief on ALEKS, a system that uses artificial intelligence to teach students math. In October 2018, JEOC staff released a Brief on the 2018 state report cards and a Brief on the recommendations of the Superintendent’s Committee on Graduation Requirements. These are all available to legislators, and I would be happy to provide a copy to any interested Senator at your request.
In this General Assembly, the Joint Education Oversight Committee has undertaken to study and research on the state’s school district report card. We have already had two meetings on this topic. In the first meeting, two independent researchers presented the results of their research on the report card in 2016, just after the new format of the report card was released. At the second meeting, we heard from various stakeholders about the details of the Achievement component of the report card. The Chair and Ranking Member have agreed to have six more meetings on the topic of report cards, addressing each component of the report card as well as the how the overall grade is determined. 
Currently, the office is working on a range of research topics that our members and other members of the General Assembly have asked us to provide more information about. We have already responded to more research requests this year to date than in all of 2018. The JEOC staff are attempting to be as responsive as possible to the needs of the General Assembly members and clearly, many members of this General Assembly find what we have to offer useful to their work. 
Thank you Chairman Dolan, Vice Chair Burke, Ranking Member Sykes and members of the committee and I would be willing to answer any questions you may have. 
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