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From: Senator Vernon Sykes
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Re: Sponsor Testimony: Capital Project Appropriation

Chairman Dolan, Vice Chair Burke and members of the Senate Finance Committee, thank you
for the opportunity to present sponsor testimony on Senate Bill 268, which would repurpose the
$100,000 allocation from the last Capital Bill (HB529) from AxessPointe Community Health
Center to the Shirla McClain Gallery of Akron’s Black History and Culture at the University of
Akron.

The release of the $100,000 capital appropriation to AxessPointe was contingent on their ability
to have ownership of their facility or a 20 years lease agreement.

Since they are unable to fulfill either, the money cannot be release to the organization. This bill
will reappropriate that money to the Shirla McClain Gallery renovation.

The Shirla McClain Gallery renovation include: carpet, paint, new ceiling, lighting, and signage,
new showcases for the permanent hallway and gallery displays

This renovation is part of the University of Akron’s Buckingham Building renovation, which is a
$1.8million project. The upgrades on the building will include the main gallery, the offices on
that level adjacent to the gallery, relocating the MK Room to the same floor as the gallery, and
renovating (or relocating) the storage area on the track level of Buckingham.

The Gallery is open to the public and serves as a source of education about the rich history and
continued contributions of African Americans in the Greater Akron Region. Supporters for this
capital reappropriation include: the Akron NAACP, Akron Urban League and Akron Public
Schools.

In closing, this legislation will repurpose the $100,000 allocated to AxessPointe in the last
Capital Bill to the Shirla McClain Gallery of Akron’s Black History and Culture.

Thank you Mr. Chairman and members of the Senate Finance Committee for the opportunity to
testify before you and I am happy to answer any questions at this time.




