
Ohio Is Unique 
Visual Depiction of the complex and varied Land Survey Systems in Ohio 

Attachments: 

 

Bureau of Land Management Prime Meridian Map 

Illustrates the original land subdivision systems in the contiguous US, 
designated by the locations of Prime Meridians.  Note Ohio detail.  

 

Ohio Original Land Subdivision Map and Key 

Visually exemplifies the complexity of Ohio’s original land subdivision 
systems in comparison with other states.  Key demonstrates the differences 

in basic measurement systems of the various regions within Ohio. 
 

Provided by the  

Professional Land Surveyors of Ohio, Inc. 

150 E. Wilson Bridge Rd., Suite 300; Worthington, OH 43085 

Contact:  Melinda Gilpin, Executive Director 

614-761-2313         or         director@ohiosurveyor.org 

 



 

Public Land Survey System (PLSS) States 

Metes and Bounds 

Example of a  

Metes and 
Bounds Survey 

“Ohio is unique among the states of the Union in its variety of its land subdivisions.  No other state has 
so many kinds of original surveys.”                 C.E. Sherman, Original Ohio Land Subdivisions, Volume III, Final Report, Ohio Cooperative Survey 

 

Principle Meridians and Baselines Map 
 Bureau of Land Management 



A Very Brief Summary of 

Ohio Land Survey 
Subdivisions 
Virginia Military District 
• Only metes and bounds subdivision 
• Military bounty lands for Virginia soldiers 
Old Seven Ranges  
• 6-mi. sq. townships, 1785 section numbering 
• Surrounds Kimberly Grant 
Symmes Purchase 
• 6-mi. sq. townships, 1785 section numbering 
• Townships/ranges reversed 
Between the Miamis 
• Continues Symmes “system” 
Connecticut Western Reserve  
• 5-mi. sq. townships, privately subdivided 
• Includes Firelands, land to compensate residents of 

several Conn. towns burned during Revolution 
Ohio Company Purchase 
• 6-mi. sq. townships, 1785 section numbering 
• 1st large land purchase from federal government 
• Site of Marietta, 1st permanent settlement in NW Terr. 
Donation Tract 
• 100-acre lots  
• Given to armed young men willing to protect Marietta 
United States Military District 
• 5-mi. sq. townships; ¼ townships, variously subdivided 
• Includes Moravian Tracts  
Congress Lands North of Seven Ranges 
• 6-mi. sq. townships 
Congress Lands West of Miami River 
• 6-mi. sq. townships 
Congress Lands East of Scioto River 
• 6-mi. sq. townships 
French Grants 
• Lots:  92@217.4 acres, 8@150 acres, 1@14000 acres 
• Compensation to French settlers swindled by Scioto Co.  
Refugee Lands 
• Donation to British Canadians who had aided U.S. in war 
• Downtown Columbus, including Ohio Statehouse 
Congress South and East of 1st Principle Meridian 
• 6-mi. sq. townships 
Congress Lands North and East of 1st Principle Meridian 
• 6-mi. sq. townships 
Michigan Meridian Survey 
• 6-mi. sq. townships, surveys tied to Michigan Meridian 
• Cause of Toledo War 
Twelve Mile-Square and Two-Mile Square Reserves 
• Among 16 reserves specified in Treaty of Greeneville 
 
NOTE:  Unless otherwise noted, 6-mi. sq. townships are 
numbered in accordance with the Act of May 19th,  1796 
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