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[bookmark: _GoBack]Chair Schuring, Vice Chair Rulli, Ranking Member O’Brien, Senator Craig, and members of the Senate General Government & Agency Review Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide witness testimony today on Senate Bill 192. This piece of legislation honors one of the nation’s first community housing developments, Poindexter Village, by requiring that the Ohio History Connection designate Poindexter Village as an official State Historical Site. My name is Azuka MuMin, and I am here as a board member and in service to the James Preston Poindexter Foundation 
The James Preston Poindexter Foundation is a 501c3 chartered in 2014 with the mission to preserve the history and create an appreciation for the lifestyle and material culture of the African-American community residing in Poindexter Village in 20th century Central Ohio, to leave a legacy for future generations. As an Ohio History Connection historic site, Poindexter Village has statewide significance and as a museum can serve the diverse audiences of Ohio. Throughout the nation, museums are failing because—at least in part—their neighbors feel no connection with the site. However, as a historic site and future museum, Poindexter Village has HUGE community support and heartfelt significance.  Poindexter Village is not just in the community, it is of the community. As a State Historic Site, Poindexter Village will be an active and relevant anchor to the Near Eastside neighborhood because cultural exchange is meaningful to all audiences. African American History is American History. This is a story of the past and of the present, but the purpose of Poindexter Village is future-focused,  seeking relevance in the community through young audiences who will define relevance for themselves - through the stories, through the delivery of stories, and through the programs created for all. 

Please consider these seven values of historic institutions as defined by the History Relevance Project. 1. People discover their place in time through stories of their families, communities, and the nation. 2. History requires a critical approach to evidence and argument and asks us to develop a contextual understanding of a historical perspective. 3. A place becomes a community when wrapped in human memory as told through family stories, tribal traditions, and civic commemorations. 4. Communities with cultural heritage institutions attract talent, increase tourism revenues, enhance business development, and fortify local economies. 5. History helps people envision a better future. 6. History inspires leaders. History provides today’s leaders with role models as they navigate through the complexities of modern life.  And 7 - Legacy - History, saved and preserved, is the foundation for future generations. By preserving authentic historical knowledge, future generations have a foundation on which to build and know what it means to be a member of the civic community.  Thank you very much for your time and thank you for your consideration of Poindexter Village as an official State Historic Site.  
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