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I’m testifying in support of Senate Bill 187.  As a well known conservative activist and political figure with a platform, it’s not uncommon to have people reaching out for my help when issues have fallen on deaf ears or those in power turn a blind eye.

Never in my life did I expect to be asked for help from a group of people in a rural community about something so disturbing. I still lose sleep when I take my mind back to that time in my life.

After interviewing all parties involved and having incredibly disturbing conversations with witnesses including the owners of the establishments who hosted the child’s performance, coupled with viewing disturbing videos of the child performing, I knew that silence wasn’t an option. I was prepared to do what ever I had to do to stop this child from being exploited regardless of the repercussions.

As an extremely thorough researcher who understands the implications of my actions, I investigated deeply to ensure all of the facts were legitimate and accurate.  I uncovered multiple videos featuring a little boy being exploited by adults in a highly inappropriate dance performance.  On several occasions the child didn’t know how to accept his tips.  The adults in the room wasted no time demonstrating how to inappropriately take money.

Diving deeper, I found the child’s Instagram account and a Facebook page operated by his mother.  The majority of the posts were used to communicate the child’s performance schedule and to send strong, vulgar messages to anyone who opposed the performance.  Adult men left comments for the publics’ view speaking to the child as though he was an adult entertainer working in the sex industry.  Video after video, post after post, the little boy was depicted as a sex object and spoken to by adult men who begged for more pictures and more events.  I can’t even bring myself to repeat the things spoken to the child in this testimony.

Most interesting to me was the timeline of events.  The child’s stepfather is a registered sex offender currently listed on Attorney General Dave Yost’s Website and upon him entering the families life, the child suddenly became interested in these types of performances where he’s driven around the state by his mother and sex offender step father.

As a legislative body, how much more do we need to learn as it relates to this incident to legislatively state the difference between right and wrong and actually do something to protect Ohio’s children?  How many more instances of clear exploitation need to happen before we do everything within our power to protect children from poor parenting decisions that most certainly leave a child open to exploitation and sexual abuse.  When will we put the societal labels of sexual preference to the side and simply look at a situation for what it is to close loopholes  ensuring this never happens again?

Closing this loophole has everything to do with keeping children safe from exploitation and places the adults in the legislative body in a position to say we’ve done all we can do to show Ohio that we have common sense and that our children matter more than politics.

For those of us who lived this nightmare and worked day and night to expose the situation resulting in death threats and our homes being watched by law enforcement to ensure our safety, we now ask you to do the right thing today and send a strong message that exploitation of children has no political side of the aisle and that being on the side of protecting their innocence is the only side that matters.

In God We Trust, 

Melissa Ackison 
Marysville, OH
Mother to four sons
