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John Stover, President
Ohio Value Voters

Chairman Schuring, Vice Chairman Rulli, Ranking Member O’Brien and members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity in permitting testimony today on Senate Bill 187. It is appropriate to recognize and thank Senator Tim Schaffer, the primary sponsor of this important bill to protect children in our state. 

I am John Stover, President of Ohio Value Voters. Ohio Value Voters is a non-profit organization whose mission is to promote family values. Over the past year, residents throughout the state have expressed concern to Ohio Value Voters over the event which occurred in the city of Lancaster in December of 2018. 

Our organization provided this committee video of the event. It is difficult to believe that anyone, after watching this video, would be in support of a child dancing before grown men in a bar environment. 

Unfortunately, the Law Director and Prosecutor for the City of Lancaster, would not bring charges against those involved in the exploitation of this nine year old boy. The inability to act and file charges has opened the door for future events of this type. 

Heaven forbid that the next event involves a nine year old girl dancing around a pole with grown men cheering and providing tips. 

We must protect Ohio’s children. We cannot permit such an event, with a child being exploited, to occur again in our state.   

I urge members of this committee to pass Senate Bill 187 and move it to the Senate Floor for a vote. 

Thank you once again for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of Senate Bill 187. 

I would be happy to answer any question of the committee at this time. 



           


 

