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Senator Schuring, Chair of the General Government and Agency Review
Committee, and all Committee members:

Thank you for the opportunity to speak on behalf of SB 261. First, let me
explain that | am a first generation English speaker. My parents were
Hungarian (Magyar) immigrants, who taught me the language and customs
of their native country: Hungary. Additionally, | am an Honorably
Discharged Marine, who served during the Vietnam Era, following in the
footsteps of my father’s immigrant cousin, who served in the Marine Corps
as a translator during the Korean war. | am certain there are other Ohioans
like us who have not only contributed to the economy of Ohio, but also to
that of the nation.

Allow me to begin by asking you a question. What do a ballpoint pen, a
pair of binoculars, a soda water machine, a Color TV and the hydrogen
bomb have in comman? No, the answer is not that they could all be used in
war! They were each invented by Magyars (Hungarlans) Now, | could go
on and on about Magyar inventions that have lmpacted not only Ohio, but
the nation as well, but | am not here to inundate you with accomplishments

éggf Hungarian Americans. We could be here all day-and no one wants that.
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Europe and Western Europe combined--each 20%. That is understandable,
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more than,,sl 3 million descendants of Eastern Europeans who reside in
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::;&glven the problems assocnated W|th Eastern European countries as aresult
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My own parents emigrated from their native country and came to America
primarily because my father’s family settled in the Cleveland area. Since
then, of course, my immediate cousins are currently spread across the
country. However,after my two year stintin the Marine Corps, | came to the
Dayton area with my career Marine husband, who was stationed at Wright
Patterson Air Force Base. Having graduated from Wright State University
with an Honors BA in English and from the University of Dayton with an MS
in Teaching, | spent over thirty years in the Springfield City Schools District
as a Language Arts teacher at the high school. In all my years as an
English teacher and lover of history, | have always felt that the Eastern
European cultures have been under-represented in both the literature and
history curriculums. As a result, very few students are aware of the cultures
of the nations that comprise Eastern Europe. Even my own grandchildren,
unfortunately, have no desire to learn about their heritage because they are

not taught about them in school. This needs to change; so many
:rmmrgrants are arriving from those countries every year, and many are
settling in Ohio. As Ohioans, we are compelled to offer a warming and
conducive transition, which includes understanding and knowledge of therr

similarities and differences. We° can only accomplish this through the \;“3;
education of Qur children. 2
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exchanges with these two countrres However there is little communrcatlon
or knowledge about the Slster Crtres of Kragmevac Serbia and Prtestl ,;?;iig
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known aoout Serbia and Romanra and the |mm|grants who speak their
Ianguage:é, that there is very little interest in them. While many cities in
northern Ohio have Sister Cities in Eastern European countries, we seldom

hear about them. As a matter of record, even Cincinnati has a Sister City
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i e Ulkosne: Khaskiv. in fact, last March a delegation visited Cincinnati
som Kharisy 1o seek sokutions to chi idhood poverty. That delegation took
back sesources from Ohio to try to solve some internal problems within their
oern coungry. That is an example of the type of mﬂuence that an Eastern
Curopean Comamsssion could have in Ohio. .

Easzam Eis spean ‘mm‘grants. after the break—dp of the Soviet Union and
fin Wall in the late 1980s, have Iooked to Ohio

s becorn eﬂaepreneurs business owners, laborers, teachers, physruans
and other professionals as they assimilated into a democratic culture. it
wou%d have he!ped my parents for example if they had had support from
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| Desperate to preserve therr cultures and their languages new immigrants
formed social clubs such as: the The Russian Club of Columbus, The
Czech- Slovak Club of Dayton the South Slavic Club of Dayton-which |
encompasses a number of national cultures—the Magyar (Hungarian) Club
of Dayton--whlch encompasses all of SW Ohio--and the Lithuanian World -

Community in Cincinnati. This list does not include the clubs formed In NW
th:o-—of which there are many. As you can see, there are multiple

‘on behalf of their members for scholarshlps job retraining, small busrness
entrepreneurshlp, study abroad programs, legal aid, and vocational trammg
for immigrants and returning veterans. However, all these take money, and
an Eastern European Commission could be the primary organization that
handles such resouices as materials, money, staff and other assets for
_effective transitions.
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